
Poetry is a way of expressing language creatively. It is
a celebration of words that convey thoughts and
emotions.  Poetry is fun to read, write, and listen to!

Think about what you learned about poetry in 3rd

grade. Click the picture on the right to watch a
BrainPOP video about poetry and activate your
background knowledge.

As you research, keep the following questions in mind:
 What are the different forms of poetry? 
 How can we write poetry in a way that encourages readers to 

visualize in order to help them understand what they’re reading?

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Click the image to view a BrainPop 
video about poetry.

Image Source: BrainPOP
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**You may need to login to 
databases by 
clicking BCPS Digital Content in 
the Apps Portal.

https://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/english/writing/poetry/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/


Choose several of the sources linked here to complete the Student 
Activity on Slide 3. Use the graphic organizer provided in class to 
take notes.

Conventions of Poetry
 What is poetry? (GALE InContext Elementary)
 Conventions of Poetry (Discovery Education)
 Types of Poetry (Penguin Books Article)
 Poetry Terms (Young Writers)

Review Visualization
 Visualizing (Into the Book- *click "Skip Login")
 How to Read and Understand Poetry (Discovery 

Education)

Build Atmosphere
 Mood and Tone (Discovery Education)
 Mood and Tone (BrainPOP)

Forms of Poetry
Haiku
• How to Write a Haiku (Ken Nesbitt) 
• Haiku (GALE InContext Elementary)
• Haiku Interactive Poem (Read Write Think)

Shape or Concrete Poems
• How to Write a Concrete Poem (Ken Nesbitt)
• Shape Poems (Study.com)
• Shape (Theme) Poems   (Read Write Think)

Couplets/Quatrains
• What are Rhyming Couplets? (Young Writers)
• Quatrain (Creative Communication)
• Couplets & Quatrains (Writing Forward)
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**You may need to authenticate database links by 
clicking BCPS Digital Content in the Apps Portal.

https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/GLTDCJ317204877/ITKE?u=bcps&sid=ITKE&xid=77939255
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/fcb14834-d0db-4d61-b774-aa3c12da6ee0
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/childrens-article/different-types-of-poetry-for-kids
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/info/other/poetry-terms
https://reading.ecb.org/student/visualizing/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/73e85069-f462-49f9-8263-34aa29156855
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/7f858c29-7025-43af-9972-9b3321e47472
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/english/writing/moodandtone/
http://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/how-to-write-a-haiku/
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/VXTOAL276782808/ITKE?u=bcps&sid=ITKE&xid=c37a50b4
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/haiku-poem-interactive
https://www.poetry4kids.com/news/how-to-write-a-concrete-poem/
https://study.com/academy/lesson/shape-poems-lesson-for-kids-definition-examples.html
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/theme-poems
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/terms-rhyming-couplets
https://www.poetrygames.org/poetry-machine/poetry-38.php
https://www.writingforward.com/writing_exercises/poetry-writing-exercises/from-101-creative-writing-exercises-couplets-and-quatrains
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/


Think about the different types of poems.  
Use the brainstorming sheets linked below to 
help you create poetry of your own.
• Haiku Starter (Google Doc- ReadWriteThink) 
• Haikus (Google Doc)
• Theme (Shape) Poems (ReadWriteThink)
• Shape Poems  (Google Doc)
• Couplets and Quatrains  (Google Doc)

Think about :
• Music that would best reflect the mood of your 

poems.
• Illustrations that would best express the meaning 

of your poems.

Use the online rhyming generator Rhyme Zone  
if you need help.

Image Source: Pixabay 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rJSxn_LJwwsvPygKxK5YXvmaJjbVwbYADjv8MRefNxM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13HCx-_323NL79mTFWrTdW4dMCVfMcmjU1xMnqhtTSUo/copy
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/theme-poems
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YfUJMrG7jWyhq7gmn6CS6hPJuhq-9IkdKyBPGl7iSQM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ipWTKVHWFpTYz6fTcWeDv53PeANWshuLvRV2ZnG34l0/copy
http://www.rhymezone.com/
https://pixabay.com/


Think back to the drafts of the poems you wrote previously.

Use the Wixie template your teacher has assigned to you in 
order to create your very own poetry book.  

Be sure to include:
• A title for each poem.
• Graphics/Pictures to illustrate each poem.
• Optional:  Record yourself reading each poem.

After you finish your poetry book, create a Wixie slideshow.
Directions for Adding Music

Use this rubric to view success criteria for your poems.

Image Source: Wixie
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/161_Ef9JmY_0NExxYEj79DxfOs3gIePUj/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p_J2lFr-TSOUte4FEJ1BCj_aZXd2aiT5OsDhbTQ3_Uw/copy
http://wixie.com/


What is a Poetry Slam?
A poetry slam is a showcase for performing 

original poems.  

What are the rules?
Though rules vary from slam to slam, the 
basic rules are as follows:
 Each poem must be the poet’s own 

original work.
 Each poet gets three minutes to read 

his/her poems.
 The poet may not use props or costumes.

What does the audience do?
The audience supports/applauds the poets by 
snapping their fingers.

Did you know that Baltimore County has 
two poetry competitions?
Team BCPS Haiku Contest

Baltimore Reading Council’s Young 
Author’s Contest
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Image Source: Baltimore Reading Council

http://bcpscos.ss3.sharpschool.com/departments/communications/haiku
https://www.somla.online/young-authors.html
https://www.somla.online/young-authors.html


Grade 4 Library Media: Poetry Slam
Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research in order to identify and explain how the rules 
and structures of various forms of poetry help readers better visualize and comprehend given poems.

Time Frame:  Four 50-minute class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
• Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS Digital Content in the Apps 

Portal included in this lesson.
• Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.
• Consider printing all graphic organizers on Slide 4 prior to instruction.
Notes to the teacher:
 Students must use the learning supports provided in any BCPS Digital Content in the Apps Portal to 

access digital content and tools such as Wixie.
 Assign the Poetry Book template in Wixie prior to the last lesson. .
 Direct links to BrainPOP will not work in the PowerPoint version of this Slam Dunk; however, it will 

work in the PDF version.  If you wish to personalize this Slam Dunk, make your modifications in 
PowerPoint and then save your changes as a PDF.  Students should view this Slam Dunk as a PDF.

 YouTube Videos must be displayed to the whole class using the teacher’s account.
 A note-taking graphic organizer is available for the research portion of this Slam Dunk.  It is linked in 

the lesson plan for day 2 of this unit. There is no link to this note-taker in the Slam Dunk itself.
 Poetry form planning worksheets have been provided as Google documents to aid students in 

writing their poems.  Use of these planning worksheets is optional for the final product.  Consider 
printing these materials prior to instruction.

 See lesson plan guide for assessment presentation options.
 Assign the Poetry Book template in Wixie prior to the last lesson.
 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to assign Microsoft or Google documents 

and files for students to access, edit, and submit through Schoology. 

Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to 
make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based 
on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by 
inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and developing 
strategies for solving problems.
Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new 
meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that 
includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products 
that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products 
with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

Last updated: July 2022  Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2019, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group#/resources/group/1553359263?f=86653962
http://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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