
Animals have external features that help them 
to survive.  Their external features are similar 
to some animals yet different from others.  
Why is that?

You will help the zookeeper bring a new animal 
to the zoo.  You will need to determine which 
section of the zoo the animal will live in.  How 
will the body parts of the animal help you 
decide where it will live in the zoo? 

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.comeitaliani.it/category/giochi
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Visit the sites and find out about your chosen animal. Click 
on the picture below to write notes.

Look for your groups’ 
animal on World Book 
Kids!

Kangaroo
Alligator
Spider Monkey
Hammerhead Shark
King Penguin

Image from: WorldBookKids

Look for your groups’ 
animal on Pebble Go!

Kangaroo
Alligator
Spider Monkey
Hammerhead Shark
King Penguin

Image from: PebbleGo
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*NOTE: Your teacher/librarian will give you 
the database logins if needed.

https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar831092
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar830198
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar834421
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar833313
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar840214
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/0/articles/153?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/12/articles/241?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/27/articles/173?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/19/articles/103?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/16/articles/79?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19b_KU8dX9veKTlFG9gSPsH-HPfeb1P7UYf0lcHREyeM/copy


1. Click the links below to learn more 
about different habitats.

2. Record information about your 
animal’s habitat on your graphic 
organizer.

Wetlands
Arctic
Desert
Oceans

Rainforest
Image source: marylandzoo.org
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Where would your animal live in the zoo?
Click the picture below to see a map of the Maryland Zoo.

https://site.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2965/articles/2071?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/habitats/arctichabitats/
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2965/articles/2066?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2969/articles/2046?sqs=ddf6d20b066ebd8d03d2ea1157c2f49f1431a0b69e097c29e1806f340628c29c
http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/habitats/rainforests/
https://www.marylandzoo.org/interactive-map/


1. First, introduce your new 
animal to the zoo! Complete 
the script.

2. Next, record yourself using the 
digital tool your teacher allows 
(Flip, VoiceThread, Wixie)

3. Finally, create a poster to help 
introduce your animal to the 
zoo including its external 
features and how they help it 
survive in their habitat.  
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Click the picture below to write your script!Become a Newscaster

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA

https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/flip
https://launcher.myapps.microsoft.com/api/signin/c42cba40-eebb-4d63-827b-8b6044712561?tenantId=49c3c3dd-3f1b-4183-8e74-b38d483a5afd
https://launcher.myapps.microsoft.com/api/signin/1eb0a83a-43c2-47d4-92ae-7b3812927700?tenantId=49c3c3dd-3f1b-4183-8e74-b38d483a5afd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m8wbgRJ7z5GhdsyXuehMSd_i7_fF4u2tjwMIu9BdtRM/copy
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Microphone_icons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Image source: MarylandZoo.org

Image Source: TumbleBooks

Image Source: BrainPOP Jr.

Image Source: TumbleBooks

Image Source: DiscoveryEducation.com
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Click the 
pictures to learn 
more!

https://www.marylandzoo.org/animals/meet-our-animals/
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?u=bcps&p=tumble&bookid=4542
http://asp.tumblebooks.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=13
https://jr.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/camouflage/
https://jr.brainpop.com/?
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?u=bcps&p=tumble&bookid=4541
http://asp.tumblebooks.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=13
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/cbbcb753-d007-4e8e-9976-91cbad23e7a8
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/


Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.
Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners
 Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and 

developing strategies for solving problems.
Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate 
learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a 
cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

Grade 1 Content Area: Who’s New at the Zoo?
Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research about animals in order to identify 
external features and how these features help the animals adapt to their environment.

Time Frame:  Three class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
• Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS Digital Content in 

the Apps Portal included in this lesson.
• Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.
• Consider printing worksheets on Slides 2 and 4 prior to instruction.

Notes to the teacher:
 Direct links to PebbleGO, BrainPOP, and BrainPOP Jr. will not work in the PowerPoint version of 

this Slam Dunk; however, they will work in the PDF version.  If you wish to personalize this Slam 
Dunk, make your modifications in PowerPoint and then save your changes as a PDF.  Students 
should view this Slam Dunk as a PDF.

 YouTube Videos must be displayed to the whole class using the teacher’s account.
 Students must use the learning supports provided in any BCPS Digital Content in the Apps 

Portal to access digital content and tools such as Flipgrid, Wixie, VoiceThread, WorldBook Kids, etc.
 Slide 3- Students will need instruction on how to research the animals and their habitat. A paper 

copy of the student web paper will be needed for each student.
 Slide 4- Students will need direct instruction on how to fill in the script. A paper copy of the 

student script paper will be needed for each student. Assistance may be needed to teach 
students to use flip cam or other recording device.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to assign Microsoft or Google 
documents and files for students to access, edit, and submit through Schoology.

Last updated: July 2023     Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources using this form
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 
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https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group#/resources/group/1553359263?f=86653962
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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