
When you ask a four-year-old what they want to be 
when they grow up, they say funny things like “a 
dinosaur” or “Queen of the universe!” But as people 
get older, their answers get a little more serious and 
are often related to things that they like to do.

Do you like sharing music with people? Do you like to 
talk to large crowds? Are you a bit shy, but love 
technology? Well there just may be the perfect 
career for you in Mass Communication! 

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:
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Click on the link above to learn more about mass 

communication studies at Towson University. Scroll 

down to watch the YouTube video.

https://www.towson.edu/careercenter/students/careers/major/masscomm.html


Your career goal should be one that matches your talents 
and skills. Think about the skills and interests you have 
as you read about some career options in 
communications.

If you are stuck, print out the survey for ideas!

Use these resources to gather information about mass 
communication careers as directed on Slide 3.

▪ Top 10 Careers in Communications

▪ Entry Level Jobs for Communications Majors

▪ Career Cluster Overview: Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and 
Communications

▪ Occupational Outlook Handbook: Media and 
Communication Occupations
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

If you are prompted to log in to 

access a database or digital content 

links, your teacher/librarian can 

provide login information.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HwAfj_UgNz1ztKe6SilMn_RmO1VTqOKXGi9MZEi5xGw/copy
https://www.coursera.org/articles/what-can-you-do-with-a-communication-degree
https://www.wayup.com/guide/types-entry-level-jobs-communications-majors/
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3723700108/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=738af474
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3723700108/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=738af474
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/home.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recording_studio
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Use the information 
sources on Slide 2 to 
complete the Career 
Analysis  chart.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tcrCGbdWtd6lcGhSgw_aKZbEBZnGwAhOO9lznGkbAcE/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tcrCGbdWtd6lcGhSgw_aKZbEBZnGwAhOO9lznGkbAcE/copy
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ICON_CameraMan_CrewsSIZED.gif
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Now that you are familiar with the requirements and skills necessary for 
your chosen profession, create a job announcement for a newspaper or 
job posting website.

Be sure to include:

 Educational Requirements

 Salary Information

 Duties & Responsibilities

 Skills & Applicable Talents

These ads can be created using:

Google Slides, Voice Thread, Wixie, or any other platform approved by 
your teacher. *Access BCPS Digital Content  in the Apps Portal.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
http://drdeborahserani.blogspot.com/2010/08/10-professions-with-highest-levels-of.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


An applicant has answered your job 
announcement!  Script an interview with 
Henry Smith  based on the information 
provided in his resume.

OR

Create a narrative of “Day in the Life” of 
someone in your chosen profession. You may 
write this narrative or create an animated 
presentation. Include as many details to their 
day as you can!
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qP8DdyvDf0ykuxKQqI3fHge6Nh0fZouhfN6Paf-2Bu8/copy
https://www.dovetailrecruitment.co.uk/whats-difference-1st-2nd-interview/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Learning Standards Alignment

BCPS Curriculum:

 Students will conduct internet research on a career in the communication field in order to create a presentation 
about a communication occupation.

Maryland State Curriculum:

 Standard 1: Self-Awareness: Students shall acquire and apply self-knowledge in order to develop personal, 
learning and career goals.

 Standard 2: Career Awareness: Students will use the Maryland Career Clusters and Pathways in order to 
understand their relationship to educational achievement and lifelong learning. 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Time Frame:  1 90-minute class period

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
• Access BCPS Digital Content in the Apps Portal.

• Refer to Digital 
Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

• Print out the survey on Slide 2 prior to instruction.
• Accessibility readers will be unable to read the student 

interest survey. Students who need accessibility 
readers will need additional support for this printed 
material.

Notes to the teacher:
• Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan 

and implement this lesson.
• This Slam Dunk Lesson includes links to YouTube 

videos. Teacher/librarian may screen videos for the class.

• Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to 
assign  Google documents and files for students to access, edit, 
and submit through Schoology.

Last updated: July 2022   Use this form to report broken links. 

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/CTE/CDFrameworkAugustRevised2022.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HwAfj_UgNz1ztKe6SilMn_RmO1VTqOKXGi9MZEi5xGw/copy
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group#/resources/group/1553359263?f=86653962
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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