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Mass communication is defined as a message created by a
person or a group and sent through a transmitting device
(a medium) to a large audience or market. Mass media
includes all the formats used for communication intended
to reach a large audience. This may include print, radio,
television, or digital content.

Over time, technological advances in mass communication
have had a significant impact on our society and culture.
They have allowed us to reach ever larger audiences,
delivering content faster, and in richer formats.
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In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

How have specific technological advances in mass communications affected our society

and culture?



https://www.worldbookonline.com/student-new/#/dictionary?lu=mass+media
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:City_tv_control_room_Doors_Open_Toronto_2012.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Students will be assigned to individually research one of the
four different types of media:
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Image Source: drewmckissick.com

**You may need to login to databases by
clicking BCPS Digital Content in the Apps
Portal.


http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar446400&st=mass+communication
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar446400&st=mass+communication
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/BT2359070279/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=4106b886
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/BT2359070279/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=4106b886
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/BT2359070279/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=4106b886
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/ec642339-c55d-46eb-9a8d-3a9ff328617a
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar457240&st=radio&sc=7
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar457240&st=radio&sc=7
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar457240&st=radio&sc=7
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar457240&st=radio&sc=7
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar457240&st=radio&sc=7
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar457240&st=radio&sc=7
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/36b621a3-3c9c-4b05-a09d-10b58d8d3db8
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127981596/short_history.pdf
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127981596/short_history.pdf
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar549980&st=television&sc=5
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar549980&st=television&sc=5
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar549980&st=television&sc=5
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar549980&st=television&sc=5
https://www.knowitall.org/document/television-invention-kids-work
https://www.knowitall.org/document/television-invention-kids-work
https://www.knowitall.org/document/television-invention-kids-work
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/f1c1a1da-1192-4478-9fe4-1351e9fb6918
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/f1c1a1da-1192-4478-9fe4-1351e9fb6918
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar279620&st=internet
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar279620&st=internet
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Internet/353293
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Internet/353293
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Internet/353293
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/57742d4c-420f-4a2e-b324-b6ced8b5a547
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/57742d4c-420f-4a2e-b324-b6ced8b5a547
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/57742d4c-420f-4a2e-b324-b6ced8b5a547
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
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Once the individual background research on the media
source is completed, students will jigsaw into 4
collaborative groups. Groups will then create a
timeline or animated story of the most significant [ E] u“ > ‘:Eo U° @
events in the development of mass communication for 1> @@ U @ O M@ D[ﬁ) <<

our society and culture.
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Each event should include a specific date and a brief Ll =
explanation of the development’s importance to mass Cha e 1821 1439 1971
communication. Groups will share their timelines with The Abacus e girst First electc AN
the class for evaluation and comparison. calewlator. comblive-& compuler for et

i ‘ tine use
Use one of these tools to organize your wvented routin :

information:

Printable Timeline (See teacher for print copy)

Google Docs (Click link to view step-by-step directions)

: s : iy N 1994 1983 1475 1973
Google Slides (Click link to view step-by-step directions) ek orgine Glohal internet  Firsh appovdble Eut:caimpabiv viit
bcs'm_s! created L')omt‘ (,the(' 3"?““0' wuser intergace,

k?\,beq(d and mousSe
Your presentation will be assessed based on this rubric.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/127981587/masscomm_timeline.pdf
https://www.fool.com/the-blueprint/how-to-make-a-timeline-in-google-docs/
https://slidesgo.com/slidesgo-school/google-slides-tutorials/how-to-create-a-timeline-in-google-slides
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hOslGQNKnd55y2-56BT3Bw1JTh1AsTg2P5s02clR6Zg/copy
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127981590/The6TraitsofWritingRubric.docx
http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/The+History+of+Computers+(cover)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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How have specific technological advances in mass communication affected our society

and culture?

After presentation, students will compare the timelines and
animations to evaluate and assess which events were most
significant to our society and culture.

Students will compose a written argument explaining which
events were most significant and why. Be sure to include
support from your own research as well as the other group
presentations.

Your argument will be assessed based on this rubric.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twY74CRBYJNYnEhfDBqmiFeGb0qqO7akD5VfD2L8Bkw/copy
http://rockylouproductions.com/blog_wp/2013/07/23/land-of-dreams/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

5. Enrichment Activities

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

**You may need to login to databases by
clicking BCPS Digital Content in the Apps
Portal.
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As our technologies advance, people disagree on how it is
impacting us. People are currently worried about our usage of
social media and the effects in has on our lives. Use the
following resources to expand your knowledge on the positive
and negative impacts of growing social media.

Bullied Teen Battles Back with Anti-Bullying Group

Digital World Helped Boston Manhunt

Student Suspended Over Instagram Comments

Cyberbullying

Choose a Social Media platform and write a letter to its
creator either congratulating them on their positive influence
or giving them tips on how to have a better impact on their
users. Use specific examples from your research.


https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/bullied-teen-mom-battle-back-anti-bullying-group-flna8C11428547
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/20/us/media-becomes-part-of-story-in-boston-manhunt.html
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2013/10/09/pittsburg-high-school-students-suspended-for-inappropriate-comments-posted-on-instagram/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/484c5a9c-f482-4a54-a357-83ec53c1296f
http://www.oggiimparoio.it/migliora-il-tuo-modo-di-insegnare-chiedendo-un-feedback/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/

6. Teacher Resources

Learning Standards Alignment

BCPS Curriculum

0-2 Students will recognize the influence of mass communications in their daily lives, understanding both its positive and negative
effects, and will recognize elements and uses of bias in the media in order to make ethical choices in the development o
products and productions.

KSI-A Investigate the development of communication technology and discuss its impact on society and culture

Maryland State Curriculum
Standard 4 Students will compose in a variety of modes by developing content, employing specific forms, and selecting language
appropriate for a particular audience and purpose.

Indicator 2. Compose oral, written, and visual presentations that express personal ideas, inform, and persuade

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of
the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire: Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and
developing strategies for solving problems.

Think: Learners display curiosity and initiative by:
I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:
I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions. 1.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share: Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:
I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 215t Century Student Outcomes

3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy: Access information efficiently and effectively; Use information
accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.

ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.
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Time Frame: 1-2 90-minute class periods, depending on student
progress and presentation times.

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
*  Access BCPS Digital Content in the Apps Portal.

. Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:

* Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan
and implement this lesson.

* Print out the Timeline on Slide 3 prior to instruction.

* Consider modeling how to utilize the digital tools referenced on
Slide 3.

* Prior to instruction, assign students to small collaborative
groups for research conducted on Slide 2.

e Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps
feature to assign Google documents and files for students to
access, edit, and submit through Schoology.

Last updated: July 2022 Use this form to Report Broken Links

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only.
All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.



https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/127981587/masscomm_timeline.pdf
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group#/resources/group/1553359263?f=86653962
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group#/resources/group/1553359263?f=86653962
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/CTE/CDFrameworkAugustRevised2022.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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