
What are the attributes of a butterfly? 
 Look at the picture on the right.
 Turn and talk to a neighbor, then share.
Where do butterflies come from?
What is metamorphosis?

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

How do living things change as they grow?

Click the picture on 
the left to watch a 
video about 
metamorphosis. Images from clipart.com by subscription

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/tdc02_vid_metamorph/
http://www.clipart.com/
http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/tdc02_vid_metamorph/


1.   All about Butterflies

What is Metamorphosis?

2.   Review New Vocabulary 

Video and images courtesy of BrainPop & 
BrainPopJr by subscription.

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/ecologyandbehavior/metamorphosis/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/make-a-map/?topic=/science/ecologyandbehavior/metamorphosis/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/ecologyandbehavior/metamorphosis/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/make-a-map/?topic=/science/ecologyandbehavior/metamorphosis/


1.   From Caterpillar to Butterfly

2.   Quiz yourself 
on what you 
learned.

3.   Review the stages of the 
 Life Cycle

Video and images courtesy of BrainPopJr & SoftSchools by subscription.

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/butterflies/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/butterflies/easyquiz/
http://www.softschools.com/science/butterfly/life_cycle.jsp
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.softschools.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/butterflies/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/butterflies/easyquiz/
http://www.softschools.com/science/butterfly/life_cycle.jsp


How do living things change as they grow?

Click on the caterpillar picture to 
complete the matching activity. 

In a group of three, act out the stages of the life cycle of the 
butterfly and record it with a video/flip camera.

1. One person will record, while the others perform.  Rotate jobs until each has 
had a chance to perform and use the camera.

2. Make sure to look at the camera and speak loudly and clearly.
3. Share your video with friends to explain about the life cycle of the butterfly.

Rubric ↓

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mrVFYDiXZ-HP2RYM8Pa_gmpAAITwTBjB/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YUAs4s4oQyZJ6ba8mWJAzLciYmGCNCGt/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dLuw4K67diVb16ymJPCit-DvK8kDq48n/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n_1lOL4Wl4rDHHZP_Km-jEq1ml7adUJSkG03gCp9mnM/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YUAs4s4oQyZJ6ba8mWJAzLciYmGCNCGt/copy


1.  Watch this BrainPop video about       
the life cycle of the frog. 

2.
Use a Venn diagram to 
compare the life cycles of 
a butterfly and a frog.

3.   Explore and learn more 
about Monarch butterflies.

Images: BrainPopJr & www.clipart.com by subscription. 

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/frogs/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TIWKimdnoELOA8Q0rnRnrTyZ28_PUx5N/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_zIO4mlpK9m3TflIk0A5aepa86ulxhlt/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=113285558439252388159&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://www.monarchbutterflyusa.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.clipart.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/science/animals/frogs/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_zIO4mlpK9m3TflIk0A5aepa86ulxhlt/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=113285558439252388159&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://www.monarchbutterflyusa.com/


Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 

problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.
Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.
Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.
P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Kindergarten

Time Frame:  2-4 class periods will be required to complete 
this activity.

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
 Have students use learning supports provided 

in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer 
to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.
 Provide students with login information as needed to 

authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is 
available on the BCPS Digital Content page found via the  
Apps Portal

 Student Activity #3  may require a brief reminder to 
students to avoid ads. 

 Slide #5, Enrichment Activity #2, requires teacher 
guidance. 

Last updated: July 2023  Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6

https://www.corecommonstandards.com/common-core-state-standards/state-standards/maryland-standards/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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