
Have you ever looked in the night sky 
and noticed that a constellation you 
saw during the summer is much lower 
in the sky later in the year or gone 
altogether?

Today, you are going to find out what 
happens to the constellations 
throughout the year. 

Watch the video to learn more about 
the stars.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Video Source: Discovery Education
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Watch the two videos below to find out why constellations appear 
higher or lower in the sky. 

Stars and Seasons The North Star

Video Source: Discovery Education
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After watching the videos on slide 2, 
click on the Stars and Seasons worksheet
and answer the 3 questions. 

This will help you complete your assessment 
activity.

Image Source: Clipart.com by subscription
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UGf8uIYfKi66vQFZxLjVldLGo9CfBEen/copy


Your best friend doesn’t understand why 
the constellations seem to move around 
the night sky. 

Create a Wixie recording to explain to 
your best friend why the constellations 
seem to move.

Use this script to help you plan out what 
to say.

Use this rubric to help you finish your work.
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Click the image to go to the Apps Portal to 
create a Wixie recording

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CjYuHnZYRTMP1Z1tSapZ8sw_NYR6CCiA/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EPrwcJTBuylGJ9Z_xDTnd8gHn6L2Z6hB/copy
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/


Watch the video below to learn more 
about the life cycle of a star!

Video Source: Discovery Education by subscription

Read on TumbleBooks! 
See your teacher/ 
librarian for login 

information, if needed.

Image Source: Tumblebooks by 
subscription

Practice drawing 
the constellations!

Image Source: ABCYa.com
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http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?u=bcps&p=tumble&bookid=6356
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1692023669028079&usg=AOvVaw00l1u8LDTvVsU8z5gDf5AE
https://www.abcya.com/
https://www.abcya.com/games/constellation-station





Learning Standards Alignment

Next Generation Science Standards
 ESS1.A: The Universe and its Stars:
Patterns of the motion of the sun, moon, and stars in the sky can be observed, described, and predicted. (1-ESS1-1) 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 

problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.
Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.
Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.
P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Grade 1: Science: Space Unit

Time Frame:  Two to Three 50-minute periods with Grade 1 
accelerated students.

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
 Have students use learning supports provided 

in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer 
to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.
 Provide students with login information as needed to 

authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is 
available on the BCPS Digital Content page found via the  
Apps Portal

 Slide #4 may require teachers to model the use of a Wixie 
recording accessed in the Apps Portal. 

 This Slam Dunk research project should be used in 
conjunction with the Grade 1 science Space Unit.
 Students will have to search for Eight Days Gone in 
TumbleBooks found in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps 
Portal.

Last updated: July 2023  Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://www.generationgenius.com/maryland-science-standards/
https://www.corecommonstandards.com/first-grade-standards/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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