
Did you know people aren’t the only 
ones who work in teams or with 
partners? 

Animals do too! As you go through this 
activity, you will learn about lots of 
different types of teams and  why 
animals form these partnerships!

Watch the video on the right before 
you get started!
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Image and Video Source:  Discovery Education by subscription

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/61fb704f-a217-4d56-9b22-93fbacefebc3
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Friends-4-Ever
Record your information on the sheet provided by your teacher:

 It Takes Teamwork

Time For Kids Article
Animal Teamwork

Magic School Bus Clip
(Gobi Fish and Pistol Shrimp)

NatGeo Kids 
Clown Anemonefish

Gale in Context Article
Friends 4-Ever

https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A127937594/ITKE?u=bcps&sid=ITKE&xid=4c684a57
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17S7SV0d7vkTwHdb-jN_mFdzT1PSOu7mD7G3MLl1W7Js/copy
https://www.timeforkids.com/k1/animal-teamwork/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/52844da3-e9be-42f3-9f5b-f22afe6bc86e
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/facts/clown-anemonefish
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A127937594/ITKE?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-ITKE&xid=8cb8481a
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/facts/clown-anemonefish


Pick an animal team from the 
previous slide. 

Then complete the activity 
page about what you have 
learned!

Use the rubric to help you 
complete your work.
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Image Source: Microsoft Office

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o_4Tw2V5sQCLDsUA_yIljC1pQEq-1hyVqZ8rCV_isRU/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17S7SV0d7vkTwHdb-jN_mFdzT1PSOu7mD7G3MLl1W7Js/copy?usp=sharing


Your cousin who lives in Baltimore City 
doesn’t understand how animals work  in 
teams. 
Using what you have learned, write a letter 
or a postcard to your cousin explaining why 
it is important for animals to work in teams.
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First watch this video on how to write a 
friendly letter!

Image Source:  readwritethink.org

Video Source:  Discovery Education by subscription

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/postcard-creator-30061.html
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Find out how dogs and 
cheetahs are a team! 
Click the dog to read 
about it or your teacher 
can play the video for 
you. 

Learn about how guide 
dogs team up with 
humans who are visually 
impaired. 

Read about how animals 
team up with people.

*Your teacher/librarian 
will give you the login for 
World Book Kids if 
needed.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/151007-cheetahs-dogs-animals-science-zoos
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/acbb0c89-a59d-44c4-bb05-4df7496c3397
http://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/article?id=ar839215&st=therapy+dogs


Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards
Maryland State Curriculum

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 

problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.
Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.
Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.
P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Grade 1 Unit 4 ELA

Time Frame:  Two 50-minute periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
 Have students use learning supports 

provided in any BCPS Digital Content in the Apps 
Portal included in this lesson. 

 Refer to Digital Content 
Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.'
 Provide database usernames/passwords if needed from 

BCPS Digital Content in the Apps Portal.
 Students will need headphones to listen to videos.

Last updated: July 2022.  Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/ELA/standards.aspx
https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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