
If you were to compose a song, what musical genre 
would you choose? Would your song express your 
interpretation of an important event, your opinion 
about an issue, or your feelings about a personal 
experience?

Watch this  interview by the acapella group 
The Filharmonic to understand how their music is 
influenced by their own life experiences.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Image Source: NBC News
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http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?va=genre
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/representation-pitch-perfect-2-love-90s-music-meet-capella-group-n573921
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/representation-pitch-perfect-2-love-90s-music-meet-capella-group-n573921


Use these information sources to build background knowledge about the history 
and development of one of these music genres,  and to help you complete the 
Student Activity on Slide 3. Take some notes when you find interesting facts.

Rap/Hip Hop Pop Rock
Discovery Ed

Hip Hop Roots

1. Music Genre List : Pop
2. Pop Music in the 20th

Century: The Early 
Decades

1. The Roots of 
Rock and 
Roll – video 
version

BrainPop
Hip-Hop and Rap

Lin-Manuel Miranda (pop 
artist from BrainPop)

The Beatles: a 
Rock and Roll 

band (Brainpop)
World Book Kids

Rap Music Popular Music Rock Music

GALE in Context- 
Elementary

Rap Pop Music Rock and Roll The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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*You may need to 
log into databases by
clicking BCPS Digital Content in the
Apps Portal.

https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/90b96f24-3492-4010-8507-0c3122fbfb1a
https://studio.discoveryeducation.com/view?id=37b11b46-dc56-4690-816d-161e04d26a8e&page_id=a8bc8d25-c0ac-4a0d-b3ff-3d7053b56362
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/e408b746-65c4-42ca-a0b1-791853697d87
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/e408b746-65c4-42ca-a0b1-791853697d87
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/e408b746-65c4-42ca-a0b1-791853697d87
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/aa2c7591-2890-4447-95b1-dfac4bceb4ea
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/aa2c7591-2890-4447-95b1-dfac4bceb4ea
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/aa2c7591-2890-4447-95b1-dfac4bceb4ea
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/ushistory/hiphopandrap/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/artsandmusic/musicalgenres/linmanuelmiranda/movie
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/thebeatles/movie/?type=MOVIE
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/thebeatles/movie/?type=MOVIE
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/thebeatles/movie/?type=MOVIE
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar834154
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar831807
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar831858
https://go.gale.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&retrievalId=84946c6a-5f81-474d-a2d5-b2a77a1eca1d&hitCount=5&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=4&docId=GALE%7CA69223734&docType=Brief+article&sort=Relevance&contentSegment=ZPTV-MOD1&prodId=ITKE&pageNum=1&contentSet=GALE%7CA69223734&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/IILLCK264547008/ITKE?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-ITKE&xid=40b7e0a7
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A69224909/ITKE?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-ITKE&xid=ee7e4260
https://www.rockhall.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/


Use your learning from the information sources on Slide 2 and the 
additional sources below to research two artists from a genre of your choice. 
Compare and contrast one artist who was influential at the beginning of the 
genre’s history, and an artist who is popular today.

Create a Venn diagram to summarize similarities and differences between the two 
artists using Wixie in Apps Portal
If you prefer, you can create a Venn diagram on paper.

Rap/Hip Hop Pop Rock

Influential 
Artists of 
the Past

Run D.M.C
Beastie Boys

Prince
Madonna
Jackson 5

Elvis Presley
The Beatles

The Rolling Stones

Influential 
Artists of 

Today

Choose a rap/hip hop, pop, or rock music artist that 
interests you! Try searching using the Kiddle search 
engine or one of the databases below.
World Book Kids – Important People - Pull down the Choose 
job or achievement menu to Musicians, Composers & Singers
SIRS Discoverer > People> Musicians, Singers & Conductors

Ask your teacher, librarian or parent to play you 
some songs by an artist in your chosen genre! 

Check your school library’s Destiny catalog for a 
biography book about a music artist!

  Your teacher or librarian can help you find 
music artists for your chosen genre in one of our 
BCPS or BCPL databases.
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https://bcps.wixie.com/o6753
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://www.worldbookonline.com/student-new/#/article/home/ar751450
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar842897
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar841002
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar833699
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar842965
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar831268
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar830247
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar834215
https://www.kiddle.co/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#impeople
http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/topic?urn=urn:sirs:US;TOPIC;0000002163
https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_1993744
https://www.classtools.net/Venn/


Today’s musicians are often very active online. Create an All 
About Me comic using Wixie about a particular musician you 
researched. Be sure to include:
 Biographical information
 Name
 Birth
 Death (if applicable)
 Location
 Musical genre

 Facts about their life
 Friends similar to this musician

 Musician’s Rubric of profile
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Image from Wixie

https://www.wixie.com/o212405
https://www.wixie.com/o212405
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HliShs6__chVfVWo_bduApx9V0KIiQURd5YKFGq67e0/copy


1. Create your own lyrics and music for a song in the 
genre you researched. Include your interpretation 
of an event, your views about a social issue, or your 
feelings about a personal experience.

Use your device to record your song to share with 
others. 

Use one of these programs to record your song.
 Wixie
 Sound Recorder – on device
 Camera – on device

2. Create your own song and sound with
Chrome Music Lab.Image Source:  Flickr
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https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/
https://www.flicker.com/photos.lowgren/13664709363


Learning Standards Alignment
Maryland Fine Arts Standards for Music
Indicator 7A: Select music and describe, citing evidence, how personal interests, experiences and purposes influence musical 
choice.
Indicator 7B: Demonstrate and describe, citing evidence, how responses to music are informed by structure, use of musical 
elements and context (social, cultural, and historical).
Indicator 8A: Summarize and explain how artistic qualities are used in musicians’ interpretations.
Indicator 9A: Describe personal evaluation of musical works or performances based on criteria, using appropriate musical 
vocabulary.
Indicator 11A: Describe and justify how music is a form of personal communication and expression.
Indicator 11B: Describe and explain factors that impact the role of music in the lives of people.
Indicator 11C: Describe the relationships of music to dance, theatre, the visual arts, media arts and other disciplines.
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation.
AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and 

developing strategies for solving problems.
Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.
Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.
P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use information 
accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Grade 4-5 Instrumental Music
Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research in 
order to determine how history, society, and personal 
experiences have influenced modern music genres.
Time Frame: 2-3 class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
• Have students use learning 

supports provided in any BCPS Digital Content in the Apps 
Portal included in this lesson.

• Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.
• Many sources are from BCPS databases. Sources with higher Lexile 

levels have a  read-aloud feature which will aid student 
comprehension.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan and 

implement this lesson.
 Teacher/librarian should peruse the current music artists available 

in World Book Kids SIRS Discoverer (on Slide 3) in order to help 
students locate an article about a current music artist for their 
chosen genre.

 You may want to print out a paper version of a Venn diagram for the 
students.

Last updated: July 2023  Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources 443-809-4035 or using this form.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Fine-Arts/FineArtsStandardsMaster.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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