
The arts can serve as an ambassador, or 
representative, to a culture. 

Visual arts, literature, dance, and music can deliver 
cultural messages and values to an audience.

This is true of Chinese Opera, also called Beijing 
Opera.

Watch the video on the right as a class to gain an 
understanding about Chinese Opera and how it may 
act as an ambassador for Chinese culture.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research 
to respond to the inquiry question:

Select the image above to view a China Insight video about the 
Beijing Opera.
Image Source: YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcmouvz4xCc


Choose several of the information sources* 
linked here to complete the Student Activity 
on Slide 3.

 China Beijing Opera: Travel China guide

 Peking Opera

 Overview of Chinese Opera: China Tour 
Guide

 Makeup, Staging, Costumes & Music from 
China Educational Tours

 Beijing Opera from China Highlights

*Information sources include WCAG 2.0 Level AA accessible resources.
Image Source: SIRS Discoverer
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https://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/arts/beijing_opera/
https://www.chinaculturetour.com/culture/peking-opera.htm
http://www.chinatourguide.com/beijing/beijing_opera.html
https://www.chinaeducationaltours.com/guide/culture-peking-opera-staging-music-costumes.htm
https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/beijing-opera/
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2257041439?searchid=1658513078&accountid=231


Use the information sources on Slide 2 to 
gather notes about:
 Chinese opera: background information, 

brief history
 The 4 character roles of Chinese opera
 Cultural values and mask colors
 Training and skills required

Download this Cornell Notes sheet to gather 
your information:

Cornell Notes Sheet

If you prefer a paper Cornell Notes Sheet, 
ask you teacher for a copy.

The famous heroine Mu Guiying in traditional Beijing opera.
Image Source: China Tour Guide
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t-SCL6NYfqzzU43bhXReKUbj3hB4ouY-WdgcZfO_178/copy
http://www.chinatourguide.com/china_photos/beijing/attractions/beijing_opera_female_role_Muguiying.jpg
http://www.chinatourguide.com/china_photos/beijing/attractions/beijing_opera_female_role_Muguiying.jpg


Imagine that your school is hosting a performance 
from a Chinese opera company.

You will create an informational Discovery Education 
Board for your school’s website to educate students 
and parents about Chinese opera’s history and 
significance. 
Your board must include:
 A brief historical background 
 Information about the four character roles of 

Chinese opera
 Cultural values and mask colors
 Training and skills needed to perform Chinese 

opera
 At least 2 images: You must cite your source.

*Refer to the rubric provided by your teacher.

One kind of female character in the opera - Wudan, woman who is 
good at martial arts.
Image Source: China Tour Guide
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https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
http://www.chinatourguide.com/china_photos/beijing/attractions/beijing_opera_e.jpg
http://www.chinatourguide.com/china_photos/beijing/attractions/beijing_opera_e.jpg


Use what you have learned about the 
characters, costumes,  and colors used in the 
Chinese Opera to create an original 
character.

What will your character look like?

Will your character be a hero, a villain, or 
something gin between?

How will your character’s costume and face 
paint reflect their personality?

Use drawing materials to create a visual of 
your original character.

Use Google Docs to write a description.

Select the image above to read more about the 4 character roles in Chinese Opera.
Image Source: China Simplified
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https://www.mybeijingchina.com/travel-guide/beijing-opera/opera-roles.htm


Learning Standards Alignment
Maryland State Fine Arts Standards

Anchor Standard 7 – Perceive and analyze artistic work.  

Anchor Standard 8 – Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

Anchor Standard 11 – Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical 
context to deepen understanding. 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

6th Grade Music

Time Frame:  1-2 50-minute class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
 Have students use learning supports provided in any 

BCPS Digital Content included in this lesson, such as 
audio read-aloud and labeled Reading Levels/ or 
Lexile. Use Digital Content Snapshots & Support 
resources for support as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist 

to plan and implement this lesson.
 A Brief History of Chinese opera
 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature 

to assign Microsoft/Google Docs for students to access, 
edit, and submit through Schoology.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature 
to assign Microsoft/Google Docs for students to access, 
edit, and submit through Schoology.

Last updated: July 2023.  Use this form to report broken links to: BCPS Library Media Programs 443-809-4035

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2017, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Fine-Arts/FineArtsStandardsMaster.pdf
https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox
https://www.thoughtco.com/history-of-chinese-opera-195127
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIvw9JcZPQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIvw9JcZPQs
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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