
Women of Note: 
Notable Female Composers for Chorus
1. Question & Research Task

Most often when we think of choral 
composers, we think of old, white-haired men. 
But there is actually a long history of female 
composers, from Hildegard in the 12th century 
to composers like Barbara Baker, whose 
teaching and arrangements have spanned the 
better part of the 21st century.

A composer’s work may be influenced by a 
variety of biographical, social, cultural, and 
historical contexts. Your focus will be to 
research the lives of few female choral 
composers of the 20th century to today in order 
to determine how their life experiences 
influenced their music and work.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

NYU Women’s Choir performs Barbara Baker’s arrangement of The 
Storm is Passing Over (2021).

Image Source: YouTube
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https://youtu.be/2PN55TJCXrs
https://youtu.be/2PN55TJCXrs


2. Information Sources

Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

You will use the resources to gather biographical information about a notable female composer for piano. 
As you research, you will examine influences on the composer’s music.

Amy Beach
Emma Lou 

Diemer
Laura Farnell Andrea Ramsey

Mary Lynn 
Lightfoot

Barbara Baker

• University of New 
Hampshire

• Parker Symphony 

Orchestra
• World Book 

Advanced
• Celebrating Amy 

Beach

• Emma Lou Diemer 
Biography

• Santa Barbara Music

• Emma Lou Diemer 
Interview

• Laura Farnell 
Singer

• Carl Fischer Music

• Andrea Ramsey
• Santa Barbara 

Publishing

• Music Spoke

• Choristers Guild
• An Interview 

with Mary Lynn 
Lightfoot

• Oral History 
Interview with 
Barbara Baker

Creative Commons-licensed Images:  Amy Beach – Wikipedia, Emma Lou Diemer—emmaloudiemermusic.com Laura Farnell– Alfred Music, Andrea Ramsey—Andrea Ramsey Music, Mary Lynn Lightfoot—JW 
Pepper Music, Barbara Baker– Children’s Choir USA
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http://www.library.unh.edu/find/archives/collections/amy-cheney-beach-mrs-hha-beach-papers-1835-1956
http://www.library.unh.edu/find/archives/collections/amy-cheney-beach-mrs-hha-beach-papers-1835-1956
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar752294&st=amy+beach
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar752294&st=amy+beach
http://www.amybeach.org/about/timeline-2/
http://www.amybeach.org/about/timeline-2/
http://www.emmaloudiemermusic.com/page/page/6385944.htm
http://www.emmaloudiemermusic.com/page/page/6385944.htm
https://sbmp.com/ComposerPage.php?ComposerNum=73
http://www.bruceduffie.com/diemer.html
http://www.bruceduffie.com/diemer.html
https://www.singers.com/composers/Laura-Farnell/?c=Trax
https://www.singers.com/composers/Laura-Farnell/?c=Trax
https://www.carlfischer.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=Laura+Farnell
http://www.andrearamsey.com/
https://sbmp.com/ComposerPage.php?ComposerNum=11
https://sbmp.com/ComposerPage.php?ComposerNum=11
https://musicspoke.com/composer/andrearamsey
https://www.choristersguild.org/userfiles/Sing/Mary%20Lynn%20Lightfoot%20Biography.pdf
http://blogs.jwpepper.com/index.php/the-inside-voice-an-interview-with-mary-lynn-lightfoot/
http://blogs.jwpepper.com/index.php/the-inside-voice-an-interview-with-mary-lynn-lightfoot/
http://blogs.jwpepper.com/index.php/the-inside-voice-an-interview-with-mary-lynn-lightfoot/
http://libcdm1.uncg.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ui/id/59863
http://libcdm1.uncg.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ui/id/59863
http://libcdm1.uncg.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ui/id/59863
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Beach
emmaloudiemermusic.com


3. Student Activity

Choose one of the female piano 
composers on Slide 2 to research 
her life and musical influences. 
Use this graphic organizer to take 
notes.

As you research, think about how 
the composer’s life experiences 
influenced the creation and 
performance of her music. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1oFr4geYCBFPQqH4kb6n3DttNJZOcyLeECyRSjAIjQ/copy


4. Assessment Activity

Influential  or famous people often have information 
published about their lives and work in a quick, 
easy-to-read format.

Use one of these tools to share information about the 
female composer you researched:

 Profile Publisher  (Teacher resource)

 Trading Card  (Teacher resource)
 Digital Poster using Discovery Education Board  

(Teacher resource)
 Other digital or non-digital tool approved by your 

teacher

Refer success criteria on this rubric as you create your 
final product.

Be ready to share your new knowledge with your 
classmates!

Image Source: ReadWriteThink
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https://test-rwt-interactive.azurewebsites.net/profile-publisher
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/profile-publisher-30067.html?tab=3
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/trading-card-creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/trading-card-creator-30056.html
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/C8CA95EE-EB22-630C-C0A4-0FFF40238160
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g6MEgZ_8V09KiZBWHLHz-kXl6tu3djTp48OwAhya_gc/copy
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/profile/


5. Enrichment Activities

Learn how to sing a song by one of these female composers! 
Using the sites listed below, research a female composer’s 
songs. Teach yourself the music and sing the song for your 
choir class. Then, write your own song in the style of this 
song. Choose your music and lyrics, and remember to draw 
upon your own life experiences and knowledge of music to 
compose it.

Songs by Emma Lou Diemer

List of Compositions by Amy Beach

Laura Farnell Music

Andrea Ramsey Songs

Songs by Mary Lynn Lightfoot

Barbara Baker Songs

Image Source: Wikipedia Commons
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https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/ensembles/choir/emma-lou-diemer/500021+1800985
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_compositions_by_Amy_Beach
https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/ensembles/2-part/laura-farnell/500046+1818193
https://www.andrearamsey.com/portfolio/list-of-works/
https://songselect.ccli.com/Search/Results?List=contributor_P505350_Mary%20Lynn%20Lightfoot
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/barbara-baker-mn0002301802/songs


6. Teacher Resources

Grades 9- 12 Chorus

Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research in 
order to describe how personal and cultural factors influenced 
the creation and performance of a selected female choral 
composer’s music. 

Time Frame: 1-2 90-minute class periods

Notes to the teacher:
• Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.
• Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS 

Digital Content in the Apps Portal included in this lesson. 
Refer to Digital Content Snapshots & Support resources 
for guidance as needed.

• Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to 
assign Microsoft and Google documents and files for 
students to access, edit, and submit through Schoology. 

• If you will be providing paper copies of the graphic 
organizer on Slide 3 for note-taking, delete the words 
“Type Notes Here” and expand the rows to provide room 
for hand-written notes.

• Both Laura Farnell and Mary Lynn Lightfoot have their 
own Facebook pages, which are public but not accessible 
to students on BCPS devices/in BCPS network.. 

Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards

Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.

Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen 
understanding.

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and 
developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that i l lustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use information 
accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July 2022     Use this form to report broken links  to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources 443-809-4035
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all  rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All  other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based o n Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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