
Beethoven, Bach, Mozart, Brahms, and Tchaikovsky are all 
thought to be some of the greatest classical composers. 
However, not all great composers are men!  Since the 
Romantic era, many women have had a significant impact 
in composing great music, including music for piano.  

Rachel Portman, a contemporary composer, has written 
scores for many motion pictures. Your teacher/librarian will 
play a sample of her compositions from the original 
soundtrack for several movies.

A composer’s work may be influenced by a variety of 
biographical, social, cultural, and historical contexts.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research 
to respond to the inquiry question:

How do a composer’s life experiences influence her music?  

Click the image above to play the Rachel 

Portman piano composition. (YouTube 
video)
.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA-NC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmoLUAc8aFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmoLUAc8aFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmoLUAc8aFQ
https://con2bemolesradio.com/febrero-sobre-mujeres-rachel-portman/rachel-portman-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

You will use the resources to gather biographical information about a notable female composer for piano.  You may search 
BCPS databases from the Apps Portal or Biography In Context (via BCPL databases) for additional information if needed.
As you research, you will examine influences on the composer’s music.

Amy Beach
Clara Wieck 

Shumann
Fanny Mendelssohn Joan Tower Jennifer Higdon

• University of New 
Hampshire

• Parker Symphony 

Orchestra
• World Book Advanced
• Celebrating Amy Beach

• Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra

• Parker Symphony 

Orchestra
• Discovery Education

• Parker Symphony 
Orchestra

• SIRS Discoverer

• “The Sounds and Sweet 
Air”

• Bard Faculty News
• The Kennedy Center
• Gale In Context

• Her Personal Site
• NPR Article
• Library of Congress 

Webcast

Creative Commons-licensed Images:  Amy Beach - Wikipedia   Clara Wieck Shumann - Wikiquotes Fanny Mendelssohn – TimeGoesBy.net Joan Tower –  MyDaily.com   Jennifer Higdon – whycompose.com
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://www.bcpl.info/books-and-more/databases.html
http://www.library.unh.edu/find/archives/collections/amy-cheney-beach-mrs-hha-beach-papers-1835-1956
http://www.library.unh.edu/find/archives/collections/amy-cheney-beach-mrs-hha-beach-papers-1835-1956
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar752294&st=amy+beach
http://www.amybeach.org/about/timeline-2/
https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/learn-and-listen/composers/clara-schumann
https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/learn-and-listen/composers/clara-schumann
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/a4b59cd2-9668-44c8-a91a-528e782fea33
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
http://parkersymphony.org/women-composers
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326506851?searchid=1689780798&accountid=231
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2016/05/22/478734604/sounds-and-sweet-airs-remembers-the-forgotten-women-of-classical-music
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2016/05/22/478734604/sounds-and-sweet-airs-remembers-the-forgotten-women-of-classical-music
https://www.bard.edu/faculty/details/?id=3066
https://www.kennedy-center.org/artists/t/to-tz/joan-tower2/
https://go.gale.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=Biographies&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=MultiTab&retrievalId=177379cd-126f-4805-a1fc-8384b29b7d44&hitCount=1&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE%7CK1631006549&docType=Biography&sort=Relevance&contentSegment=ZXBK-MOD1&prodId=SUIC&pageNum=1&contentSet=GALE%7CK1631006549&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
http://jenniferhigdon.com/biography.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=125872042
https://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=6766
https://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=6766
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Beach
https://de.wikiquote.org/wiki/Clara_Schumann
http://www.timegoesby.net/weblog/2017/02/elder-music-a-fifth-of-classical-gas.html
http://www.mvdaily.com/articles/2006/04/tower.htm
https://whycompose.com/2010/04/jennifer-higdon-egoting.html


Choose one of the female piano 
composers on Slide 2 to research her 
life and musical influences. Use this 
graphic organizer to take notes.

As you research, think about how the 
composer’s life experiences 
influenced the creation and 
performance of her music. 

Image Source: BCPS 

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dnuq5-nlEHOBDWt8NfqAHa14ctqsSUFyKjMvm6t_cxU/copy
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/slamdunks/womenpianocomposers/notes.docx


Influential  or famous people often have information 
published about their lives and work in a quick, 
easy-to-read format.

Use one of these tools to share information about the 
female composer you researched:

 Profile Publisher  (Teacher resource)

 Trading Card  (Teacher resource)

 BioCube (Teacher resource)

 Digital Poster using Discovery Education 
Boardbuilder  (Teacher resource)

 Google Slides
 Other digital or non-digital tool approved by your 

teacher

Refer success criteria on this rubric as you create your 
final product.
Be ready to share your new knowledge about a female 
composer with your classmates!

Dorothy Rudd Moore’s work was never formally published, but 
she founded the Society of Black Composers.  Click her picture to 
learn more about her life and work.
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https://test-rwt-interactive.azurewebsites.net/profile-publisher
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/profile-publisher-30067.html?tab=3
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/trading-card-creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/trading-card-creator-30056.html
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/cube-creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-creator-30850.html
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/C8CA95EE-EB22-630C-C0A4-0FFF40238160
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sneta8_4xCodS2c7ioR9fxlJiAUyVGXiQkdv58lvblg/copy
https://composers.com/dorothy-rudd-moore


Want to learn more about female piano composers? 

 Select the image on the left to view and listen to an interview with 
Joan Tower about her piece “Made in America.”

 Compare and Contrast another female composer with the one that 
you selected for the assessment. Use may use a Venn Diagram.

 Learn how to play a piece from female composer Rachel Portman 
using this video tutorial.

 Using your piano or a virtual piano, compose your own piece in a 
similar style to the composer you researched and/or to represent the 
influences in your own life.

Images Source:  www.youtube.com
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https://youtu.be/9yaySB_sBM4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HGuTK9fePh3VIFRQqwr-PxtSQJ1l22Z3XPDVyjd3PUA/copy
https://youtu.be/lehds5Zi7FU
http://virtualpiano.net/
https://youtu.be/9yaySB_sBM4
https://youtu.be/lehds5Zi7FU


Learning Standards Alignment
MD State Standards for Music
Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.

Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding.

MCCR ELA Standards for Grades 9-12

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner 
1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.
2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular 
areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information 
efficiently (time) and effectively (sources); Use information accurately and creatively for the 
issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate 
information.

High School Piano: Grade 10-12 

Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research in 
order to describe how personal and cultural factors 
influenced the creation and performance of a selected female 
piano composer’s music. 

Time Frame: 2 80-minute classes

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan and 

implement this lesson.
 Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS-licensed 

Digital Content from the Apps Portal included in this lesson. Refer to 
Digital Content Snapshots & Support resources for guidance as 
needed. Some resources (ie. Scholastic Go) open from the PDF after 
authenticating.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to assign 
Microsoft and Google documents and files for students to access, 
edit, and submit through Schoology Teacher should preview all links 
for content.

 If you will be providing paper copies of the graphic organizer on 
Slide 3 for note-taking, delete the words “Type Notes Here” and 
expand the rows to provide room for hand-written notes.

Last updated: July  2022  Use this form to report broken links to: Office of Digital Learning 443-809-4035

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2017, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b62f7232487fd03344fb77d/t/5e72727aab705c4071db2591/1584558717390/Music%2BStandards%2BGrades%2BP-12.pdf
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_9-12_MCCR_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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