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The Book Thief
1. Question & Research Task
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Death? Nazis? War? Love? Hope? This novel
has it all! Set in Germany during World War I,
The Book Thief explores a young girl’s
experiences during the Holocaust that is
narrated through the eyes of Death. Although
the Holocaust is a topic in literature that is
frequently explored, The Book Thief is unique
because it can fit in multiple genres.

Over the course of this project, you will explore
three different types of litera ry genres to Select the image to show a video Interview with Markus

determine which you believe best capturesthe  ZUsak about TheBook Thief.
overall style of The Book Thief.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Is The Book Thief a better example of historical fiction,

postmodernism, or magical realism?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7B8ioiZz7M

2. Information Sources

Choose several of the information sources linked here

to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

Magical Realism Historical Fiction

Overview of
Magical Realism
Introduction to
Magical Realism
Characteristics of
Magical Realism
Magical Realism
Authors

Overview of
Historical Fiction
Characteristics of
Historical Fiction
Elements of
Historical Fiction
Historical Fiction
Books

Overview of
Postmodernism
Literature
Characteristics of
Postmodernism
Literature
Postmodernism
Authors
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The cover of The Book Thief

Image Source: Flickr


https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500275/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=aedb9cc5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500275/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=aedb9cc5
https://ischoolillinois.libguides.com/introduction-to-magical-realism
https://ischoolillinois.libguides.com/introduction-to-magical-realism
https://www.solonschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2447&dataid=1460&FileName=Microsoft%20Word%20-%20Elements%20of%20magical%20realism.pdf
https://www.solonschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2447&dataid=1460&FileName=Microsoft%20Word%20-%20Elements%20of%20magical%20realism.pdf
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A168090374/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=deffb649
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A168090374/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=deffb649
https://u.osu.edu/waitelit3356iip/sample-page/
https://u.osu.edu/waitelit3356iip/sample-page/
https://u.osu.edu/waitelit3356iip/elements-of-historical-fiction/
https://u.osu.edu/waitelit3356iip/elements-of-historical-fiction/
https://awriterofhistory.com/2015/03/24/7-elements-of-historical-fiction/
https://awriterofhistory.com/2015/03/24/7-elements-of-historical-fiction/
https://earlybirdbooks.com/young-adult-historical-fiction-novels
https://earlybirdbooks.com/young-adult-historical-fiction-novels
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/ZZNDYN306912523/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=62a75aac
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/ZZNDYN306912523/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=62a75aac
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/ZZNDYN306912523/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=62a75aac
https://www.shmoop.com/postmodern-literature/characteristics.html
https://www.shmoop.com/postmodern-literature/characteristics.html
https://www.shmoop.com/postmodern-literature/characteristics.html
https://www.naqt.com/you-gotta-know/postmodern-authors.html
https://www.naqt.com/you-gotta-know/postmodern-authors.html

3. Student Activity

Use the resources on Slide 2 to complete this graphic
organizer with information that will help you to identify
the genre of The Book Thief.

Make sure to fully answer the question in each box of
your graphic organizer. You will be using this graphic

organizer to help you complete the Assessment Activity
on Slide 4.

Remember, The Book Thief may reflect some
characteristics and elements of more than one genre.
Your task will be to use evidence from your research and

reading to decide which genre the The Book Thief
represents the most.
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Lieseland Death from The Book Thief

Image Source: Flickr


https://docs.google.com/document/d/15brOr8WGEA96GntupI8ToJszEpIzrpTTNtS7OGjnoe4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15brOr8WGEA96GntupI8ToJszEpIzrpTTNtS7OGjnoe4/copy

4. Assessment Activity

Is the Book Thief a better example of historical fiction,

postmodernism, or magical realism?

Now that you have completed your research you must
present an argument to prove which type of literary
genre you believe best captures the overall style of The
Book Thief.

Create a visual product/poster to share your new
knowledge using DE Studio/Board Builder or another
digital or non-digital tool approved by your teacher.
Make sure to use textual evidence from your research
and provide clear reasoning to support your ideas.

Use the success criteria on this rubric to guide your
work.
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Image Source: Blue Diamond Gallery



http://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FiF7tHjVJlRfGLg10ZSx8E2gCWmYkmQ__Z60F4XsB_A/copy

5. Enrichment Activities

Image Source: Public Domain
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The Book Thief is narrated through the unlikely eyes of Death. The persona of
death in The Book Thief exhibits human qualities in his feelings about the
horrible atrocities that humans are committing against each other in the novel.
In a time of war, death was certainly an event that was expected by soldiers
and civilians alike. However, how have humans viewed death in literature?

Read the following poems about death:
* | Have a Rendezvous with Death by Alan Seeger

* Because | Could Not Stop for Death by Emily Dickinson

(Click here if you need help understanding Dickinson’s poem)

Then consider the following questions:

What words do the speakers use to describe death?

How do the speakers treat the topic or event of death?

Do the speakers fear death?

What tone or mood is being created about death in these poems?


https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45077/i-have-a-rendezvous-with-death
https://www.shmoop.com/because-i-could-not-stop-for-death/poem-text.html
https://www.shmoop.com/because-i-could-not-stop-for-death/summary.html
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6. Teacher Resources
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Learning Standards Alighment

Content Learning Standards

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire: Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think: Learners display curiosity and initiative by:
I.LA.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions. |.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share: Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:
I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
[.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 215t Century Student Outcomes

3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy: Access information efficiently and effectively;
Use information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.

ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool toresearch, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July2022 Use this form to Report Broken Links

Grade 8 GT companion to Markus
Zusak’s The Book Thief

Time Frame: One 90-minute class period

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:

Have students use learning supports
provided in BCPS Digital Content foundin
the Apps Portal. Refer to Digital Content
Snapshot/Support pages asneeded.

Notes to the teacher:

Collaborate with your school library media
specialistto plan and implement this
lesson.

Provide students with login information as
needed to authenticate BCPS Digital
Content. Login informationis available on
the BCPS Digital Content page found via

the Apps Portal

Students should have completed their
reading of Markus Zusak’s The Book Thief
in order to complete the student activity
and assessmentsin this slam dunk

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profitschool useonly.
All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permissionisgranted expressly. This lessonisbased on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Llesson model.


https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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