
In 1898 the novelist H.G. Wells wrote a science fiction novel 
called War of the Worlds, a story about an alien invasion 
that nearly destroyed the world. His inspiration for the 
story actually came from his own feelings of being 
particularly shocked by the slaughter of Australian 
aborigines by British settlers a few years previously.

Wells “planned to write a book that would show the 
English what it would be like to be overtaken by a race 
more developed, better armed, even more ruthlessly 
genocidal than themselves.” 

The novel was later adapted by actor/director Orson Welles 
into the famous War of the Worlds radio broadcast.

Many authors of science fiction and dystopian fiction use 
social and cultural issues to inspire their storylines. Artwork for the book "The War of the Worlds" of a 1906 Belgian edition by the 

Brazilian artist Henrique Alvim Corréa. The image shows the Martian fighting-
machines destroying a town in England.
Image Source: Wikipedia
Quote on H.G. Wells from LITERATURE: Imperialism and War of the Worlds

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:
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https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar597860&st=h.g.+wells
https://www.britannica.com/topic/genocide
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar597700&st=orson+welles
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar748635&st=war+of+the+worlds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_War_of_the_Worlds
http://www.ipsnews.net/1998/02/literature-imperialism-and-war-of-the-worlds/


Choose an author from the list below.

Click on the author’s name to read about their writing and life.

Read a story below the author’s name if you are not familiar with 
the author’s work.

Isaac Asimov
• The Fun They Had
• The Machine That Won 

the War

Ray Bradbury
• All Summer in a Day
• A Sound of Thunder
• There Will Come Soft 

Rains
• The Pedestrian

Shirley Jackson
• The Lottery

Lois Lowry
• Excerpt from The Giver, 

Chapter 10

Katherine Paterson
• The Last Dog

Kurt Vonnegut
• Harrison Bergeron Select the image above to read some interesting facts about 

Shirley Jackson’s dystopian short story, The Lottery.

Image Source: Mental Floss
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http://www.biography.com/people/isaac-asimov-9190737
http://transformingclassrooms.pbworks.com/f/thefuntheyhad.pdf
https://mcraenglish.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/7/15876062/the_machine_that_won_the_war01.pdf
https://mcraenglish.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/7/15876062/the_machine_that_won_the_war01.pdf
http://www.biography.com/people/ray-bradbury-9223240
https://www.mukilteoschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=183&dataid=731&FileName=6-All-Summer-in-a-Day-by-Ray-Bradbury.pdf
http://www.astro.sunysb.edu/fwalter/AST389/ASoundofThunder.pdf
http://www.btboces.org/Downloads/7_There%20Will%20Come%20Soft%20Rains%20by%20Ray%20Bradbury.pdf
http://www.btboces.org/Downloads/7_There%20Will%20Come%20Soft%20Rains%20by%20Ray%20Bradbury.pdf
http://www.riversidelocalschools.com/Downloads/pedestrian%20short%20story.pdf
http://shirleyjackson.org/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1948/06/26/the-lottery
http://www.loislowry.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=67&Itemid=196
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson13/GiverExcerpt.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson13/GiverExcerpt.pdf
http://katherinepaterson.com/
https://www.wrschool.net/cms/lib/AZ02214740/Centricity/Domain/1614/The%20Last%20Dog%20Text.pdf
http://www.biography.com/people/kurt-vonnegut-9520329
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/harrison.html
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/57503/11-facts-about-shirley-jacksons-lottery


Choose an author from slide 2.  Read the author’s biography 
to find the time period when the author published their 
stories, where they were living at the time, and any 
personal experiences that occurred that may have 
inspired them.  Then use the resources below to search 
for historical events that occurred during the author’s 
lifetime which may have inspired their writing. Use this 
graphic organizer for notes.

British History: Comprehensive timeline about Britain
American History: Browse by time period or subject, from the 
Library of Congress
World History: Browse by topic, from the Library of Congress

Other research options:

Try searching a BCPS database for additional information 
about the author’s life, work and inspiration.  You can 
access the databases from the BCPS Digital Content page 
in the Apps Portal.   Be sure to evaluate the credibility of 
any Websites you find using a general search engine like 
Google or Bing. Use the Test Before You Trust checklist,  
How to Evaluate Information from the Internet, or 
another Website evaluation tool recommended by your 
teacher or librarian.

Select the image above to watch a YouTube video where Lois 

Lowry gives an interview about The Giver. Teacher/librarian 
preview video. 

Image Source: Safari Montage
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MEWkfAkV2IyZ27KqFFz6PSnVSdk5Y0t0FCwgm7Bp_TA/copy
http://www.localhistories.org/timeline.html
https://www.loc.gov/topics/americanhistory.php
https://www.loc.gov/topics/worldhistory.php
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/credibility
http://www.google.com/
http://www.bing.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ou4g42Gx2mll92f94J4Y-gFZLTjbUj9aVt4epOwm6ZY/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10emHDmLf0uvhqRHI_FYQyTVdrQxuR8v6TPdhf06By30/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo2gIijEU6I


Use the information you gathered on your graphic 
organizer from Slide 3 to create a historical/biographical 
timeline for your chosen author. Your timeline should 
include events in the author’s life and times that may 
have been influential to their writing and may focus on a 
particular story.

 Make a Timeline in Google Slides

If you would prefer to use non-digital tools to create your 
timeline, you could Create a Timeline on paper.

 Suggested Materials: poster paper/board, sticky notes, 
pencils, markers, crayons, paint, printed pictures, glue, 
etc.

Your finished author timeline will be assessed using this 
Rubric.

Click the image to launch an interview with Ray Bradbury
Image Source: SIRS Discoverer
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https://www.edrawmax.com/timeline/how-to-make-a-timeline-in-google-slides/
http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/timeline.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson398/rubric-timeline2.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2012/06/08/154524695/ray-bradbury-its-lack-that-gives-us-inspiration


Select the image above to use an interactive  science fiction story prompt generator. 
Then write your own science fiction story!

Image Source: Scholastic

1. Listen to the broadcast of the radio 
play War of the Worlds from 
YouTube. (Teacher/librarian preview 
video.)

2. Re-create a scene of your choice 
with your classmates and record it 
using a voice recorder.

 Use this script of the original broadcast 
to help.
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http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/science-fiction-writing-prompts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTvU9j3og5k
http://www.sacred-texts.com/ufo/mars/wow.htm


Content Specific Standards

RI 6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text di stinct 
from personal opinions or judgments.
RI 6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RL 6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RL 6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, or plot.
W 6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Learning Standards Alignment
MCCR ELA Standards for Grades 6-8

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding 
of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and 
developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by:

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

 Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

 I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use information 
accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Grade 6 ELA – Advanced Academics

Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research 
in order to explain how events in an author’s life and 
time shaped or influenced his/her dystopian writing.

Time Frame:  Two or three 50-minute class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
 Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS-

licensed Digital Content from the Apps Portal included in this 
lesson.

 Refer to Digital Content Snapshots & Support resources for 
as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan 

and implement this lesson.
 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature 

to assign Microsoft/Google Docs for students to access, edit, 
and submit through Schoology.

Last updated: August 2022. Use the form to Report Broken Links.

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIvw9JcZPQs
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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