
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy: 
Setting & Suspense
1. Question & Research Task

Have you ever had to move and start over? Making new 
friends, adapting to a new environment, and figuring out 
where you belong can be difficult for anyone. When 
Turner moves to Maine, he immediately strikes up a 
friendship with Lizzie but is quickly told that he must 
never see her again.

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt 
is a work of historical fiction. This novel brings attention 
to injustices that were committed against a small island 
community in Maine. With two communities fighting 
against each other, how does our author keep readers 
wanting to know more about the fate of Lizzie and her 
neighbors on Malaga Island?

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Click to watch a short video about 
Malaga Island. 

Image Source: YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQwJPWp2c70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQwJPWp2c70


2. Information Sources

Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete the 
Student Activity on Slide 3. When required, see your teacher/librarian 
for login information 

Children in a home on Malaga Island, circa 1920
Image Source:  Maine State Museum

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

Author Setting African 
Americans in 

the North

Malaga Island 
Occupants

• Schmidt on 
Empathy

• Information 
on Gary 
Schmidt

• History of 
Malaga Island 

• Map of 
Malaga Island 

• Secrets of 
Malaga Island

• Maine State 
Museum 
exhibit

• Blacks in 
Maine

• Slavery in 
New England

• Slavery in 
Maine

• The children 
of Malaga 
Island 

• Memorial for 
Malaga Island 
residents

https://mainestatemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Historic-Images-of-Malaga-Island.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IMdxsG19_x5hp8MARBQX6MvT2zyb5_xYnKloGxBdHGw/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PyAxXEGW9ZvhqoNJo-elg-ug7AjNprkyyD_QUXZ62YQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WoOzvcN6AJ47aGAciU2SwgjFsTuoNM0boLggwRe4X1g/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16GhnOtp1VEsn1SL_n1rzrSfpooYmMhTsNBfpsinW-e8/copy
http://stories.gordon.edu/gary-schmidt-79-the-ultimate-empathy-of-childrens-literature/
https://calvin.edu/directory/people/gary-schmidt
https://mcht.org/documents/malagahistorypdf.pdf
https://mainestatemuseum.org/learn/malaga-island-fragmented-lives-educational-materials/the-history/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-dark-secrets-of-this-nowempty-island-in-maine
https://mainestatemuseum.org/exhibit/past-exhibits/explore-malaga-island/
https://www.mainememory.net/sitebuilder/site/793/page/1203/display
https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/applied-and-social-sciences-magazines/slavery-new-england-ct-me-ma-nh-ri-vt
http://maineanencyclopedia.com/slavery/
https://research.bowdoin.edu/children-of-malaga-island/essay/
https://www.pressherald.com/2017/07/11/memorial-to-residents-slated-to-be-dedicated/


3. Student Activity

Use the resources on slide 2 to complete your literary 
element graphic organizer to assist you in conducting 
your research. 

Make sure to fully answer each question in each box 
of your graphic organizer. You will be using this graphic 
organizer to help you complete your assessment 
activity on the next slide.

Keep in mind that Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster 
Boy uses all the elements of historical fiction on the 
previous slide to create suspense throughout the plot.

Image Source: Wikipedia Commons
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16GhnOtp1VEsn1SL_n1rzrSfpooYmMhTsNBfpsinW-e8/copy
By%20Source%20(WP:NFCC#4), Fair use, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=57377264


4. Assessment Activity

Now that you have completed your research you must 
present your research to explain how Gary D. Schmidt 
employs elements of historical fiction in Lizzie Bright and the 
Buckminster Boy in order to create suspense.

Create a presentation sharing your new knowledge using DE 
Board or another tool approved by your teacher. Make sure 
to use textual evidence from your research and the novel in 
order to provide clear reasoning to support your ideas.

Your teacher will be grading your response based on the 
following rubric.
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http://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1whU12G9NNuGgn2N6CwSrAYOUPbXWFZSKv5I4E7iFQZY/copy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gary_D._Schmidt
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


5. Enrichment Activities

Pretend that you are an occupant of Malaga 
Island in 1912. You have just heard rumors 
that the governor is considering evacuating 
the island and forcing you to leave your home 
to start over somewhere else. 

Create a poster that will persuade the 
governor to let the occupants of Malaga Island 
stay in their homes. You must be sure to 
appeal to his emotions and use logic. Present 
yourself and the information on your poster as 
a credible source of information. 

Use all the knowledge you gained from this 
assignment to assist your argument.
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John and Rosella Eason, with unidentified children, in front of their home on Malaga Island 
July 20, 1911
Image Source: Maine State Museum



6. Teacher Resources

Grade 8 Unit 2

Time Frame:  One 90-minute class period

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
• Have students use learning supports provided 

in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps 
Portal. Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Support 
pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:

• Collaborate with your school library media 
specialist to plan and implement this lesson.

• Provide students with login information as needed 
to authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login 
information is available on the BCPS Digital 
Content page found via the  Apps Portal

Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking 
critically, identifying problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that 
includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and 
effectively; Use information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html

