
Malala Yousafzai defied the Taliban in Pakistan and 
demanded that girls be allowed to receive an 
education. She was shot in the head by a Taliban 
gunman in 2012 but survived and went on to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Many cultural factors 
contributed to the struggle of Malala, and many 
other young girls like her. 

This article gives a brief introduction to Malala’s 
story, and the factors that led to her winning the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:
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https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2265389682?accountid=231


Men’s and Women’s Roles/ Human Rights
Pakistan World Report – Human Rights Watch
US should cut aid to Pakistan for its ‘War of Terror’ on 
Women

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices

Media
Pakistan: Threats, Deaths, Impunity – No Hope for Free Press
Abducted and Tortured for Reporting the News
Situation Worsens for “Free Media” in South Asia

Extremism
Pakistan’s Education System and Links to Extremism –
Council on Foreign Relations
Taliban massacre of children
Pakistan: Partner against Terrorism

Paste picture caption here if any.  Add ALT TEXT to image. 
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Economy
Top 10 Facts About Poverty in Pakistan
40 percent of Pakistanis live in poverty
Pakistan’s Indebted Economy Careens Toward Another IMF 
Bailout – Bloomberg
Pakistan Index of Economic Freedom

Government
Pakistan: A political timeline
Pakistan Government – Britannica
Countries in Crisis: Pakistan

Overview/History/Statistics (Information that may be apply 
to any of the categories)
Countries in Crisis – Pakistan
Pakistan – World Book
CIA World Factbook - Pakistan
CultureGrams – Pakistan

When required, see your teacher/librarian for login information.

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/pakistan
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A261290423/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=15ad0cfc
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2260259942?searchid=1571671234&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265935100?searchid=1571671339&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265906048?searchid=1571671373&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265935172?searchid=1571671423&accountid=231
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/pakistans-education-system-and-links-extremism
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A393841330/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=fc6a566e
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2309006015/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=61e933a9
https://borgenproject.org/facts-about-poverty-in-pakistan/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1126706/40-pakistanis-live-poverty/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-07-10/pakistan-s-indebted-economy-careens-toward-another-imf-bailout
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/pakistan
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/4/30/pakistan-a-political-timeline
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pakistan/Government-and-society
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2250317866?searchid=1571925458&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2250333444?searchid=1571672267&accountid=231
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar410880&st=pakistan#tab=homepage
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/pakistan/
https://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?&contid=3&wmn=Asia&cn=Pakistan&cid=121


You will use the student resources on slide two to help you answer our 
inquiry question: What cultural factors would impact a young girl in 
Pakistan in 2012. 

The class will be split into five groups. Each of the topics on slide two 
will be a station:

 Men’s and Women’s roles

 Media

 Economy

 Extremism

 Government

You will have 10-15 minutes at each station to read the resources at 
that station and take individual notes . Then, as a group, decide 
important information that needs to be added or clarified on the chart 
paper at that station using a marker with a color exclusive to your 
group. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/15QhpqpLabW9XZbB6sRzSdiVDSlKuQS5kY7SiLeDN6FA/copy


Using the information on the chart 
papers hanging around the room,  
write a response where you determine 
what you consider the most important 
cultural factors that would have 
impacted young girls like Malala in 
2012. 

Justify your response with evidence 
from the charts. Pakistani girls attending school
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CultureGrams feature interviews (see your teacher/librarian 
for login information) with various Pakistani citizens who tell 
about their way of life. Read several of the interviews and 
look at the data on  the main Pakistan CultureGrams page.

Write a brief personal essay where you compare their lives 
with your life, and the lives of Americans. You may also use 
American data from CultureGrams. 

Consider how climate, geography, economy, family 
responsibilities, religion, gender, age, and other influences 
can affect a person’s employment, food consumption, 
leisure time, community involvement, etc. shape your life in 
comparison and contrast to a Pakistani life. 

Image Source: CultureGrams, by subscription
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http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_interviews.php?cid=121&type=World
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?cid=121&cn=Pakistan
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?cid=169&cn=United_States_of_America


Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Objective:  Students will be conduct brief, focused research 
in order to  determine the most significant cultural factors 
that would impact a young girl in Pakistan. 

Time Frame: Two 45-minute or one 90-minute lessons

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
 Have students use learning supports provided 

in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer 
to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.

 Provide students with login information as needed to 
authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is 
available on the BCPS Digital Content page found via the  
Apps Portal
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html

