
Little, but Fierce: 
Allusions in A Midsummer Night’s Dream

1. Question & Research Task
Have you ever been on the outside of an inside joke? 
It’s a bit awkward, not fully “getting it,” but 
understanding enough to know that you’re missing 
something. In literature, often these “inside jokes” 
come in the form of allusions. An allusion is a direct 
or indirect reference to a person, place, thing, or idea 
of historical, cultural, literary, or political significance. 
The most common types of allusions in literature are 
mythological, historical, biblical, or literary.

You’ve likely read or seen these allusions before, but 
without an understanding of what they reference, it’s 
impossible to gain the full meaning of the story. A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream includes many allusions. In 
order to better understand the play—to be in on 
Shakespeare’s “inside joke”—you will need to examine 
many of these. 

Image Source: Flickr In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:
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2. Information Sources

In a small group, you will research one of these allusions in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

You will use the resources to gather information on these allusions in order to complete the assessment on slide 4.

When required, see your teacher/librarian for login information.

Theseus & 
Hippolyta

Helen of Troy Pyramus & Thisbe Cupid/Eros The Titans

Theseus
Theseus
Hippolyta

Plutarch’s Life of 
Theseus

Knight’s Tale 
summary

Helen of Troy
Helen of Troy

Pyramus & Thisbe, 
(Shmoop)
Pyramus & Thisbe

Eros (Cupid)
Cupid of Courtship
Story of Cupid & 
Psyche

Titans
The Titans (website)

The Titans (website)

Titans & 
Titanesses

Creative Commons-licensed Images from Wikipedia Commons: Theseus & the Minotaur, Helen of Troy, Pyramus & Thisbe, Cupid & Psyche , Fall of the Titans.
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https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar554360&st=theseus
https://www.shmoop.com/theseus/
https://www.shmoop.com/hippolyta-hippolyte/
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/e/roman/texts/plutarch/lives/theseus*.html
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/e/roman/texts/plutarch/lives/theseus*.html
https://www.shmoop.com/knights-tale/summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/knights-tale/summary.html
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326472492?searchid=1689177675&accountid=231
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar251520&st=helen+of+troy
https://www.shmoop.com/pyramus-thisbe/summary.html
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326389504?searchid=1689177814&accountid=231
https://www.shmoop.com/cupid-eros/
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2264158734?searchid=1626714497&accountid=231
https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/cupid.html
https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/cupid.html
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar559390&st=titans
https://www.greek-gods.org/titans.php
http://www.desy.de/gna/interpedia/greek_myth/titan.html
https://mythologyexplained.com/who-are-the-titans-in-greek-mythology/


3. Student Activity

To help you sort through the 
resources, use your Cornell Notes 
sheet to gather the main idea of 
the allusion and summarize its 
story or key points and 
components. You will use these 
notes in order to create a 
presentation for your class on this 
allusion, to help bring your 
classmates to understand the play.

In the video linked above, Spark Notes provides a 
brief explanation of the plot of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.

Image Source: You Tube
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aEZehGYzrOWCAk678E-faDqTzd0bbK6XYQepguqGM98/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aEZehGYzrOWCAk678E-faDqTzd0bbK6XYQepguqGM98/copy
https://youtu.be/M1wMfOwlAZ8


4. Assessment Activity

Create a skit or an interview to distill the important 
aspects of this story or character.

Using what you currently know about the play, consider 
how this might connect to A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Prepare to share your story/character with the class and 
address your answer to the inquiry question, either 
explicitly or within your skit/interview.

You can write your skit or interview using pen & paper or 
using Google tools. 

Your teacher will use this rubric to assess your 
presentation.

Video: The Reduced Shakespeare company performs 
all of Shakespeare’s 16 comedies as one 3-minute skit.

Image Source: YouTube
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i5SmyI9Yq6edGxCHPD6W07ndRg9mHe_nSSTVmN3pRNY/copy
https://youtu.be/atdXRP145Fs


5. Enrichment Activities

Ovid’s Metamorphoses

Allusions to Mythological, Classical & 
Traditional Texts

Common Biblical Allusions

Create a text message conversation 
between two people that includes at 
least 5 allusions to the works listed 
above. You can create a digital 
conversation using notes on Jamboard, 
pen and paper, or another tool 
suggested by your teacher. 
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This  Photo by Unknown Author i s licensed under CC BY-SA

http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/CX3422600017/GVRL?u=bcps&sid=GVRL&xid=c8db3400
https://www.rcboe.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=13960&dataid=62580&FileName=Allusions.pdf
https://www.rcboe.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=13960&dataid=62580&FileName=Allusions.pdf
https://www.gvsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001045/Centricity/Domain/656/Most%20Common%20Biblical%20Allusions.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%27The_Meeting_of_Oberon_and_Titania.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


6. Teacher Resources

Grade 8 ELA Advanced Academics

Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research in 
order to synthesize their research into a skit or interview.

Time Frame:  Two 80-minute or three 40-minute class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
• Have students use learning supports provided 

in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer 
to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
• Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.

• Provide students with login information as needed to 
authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is 
available on the BCPS Digital Content page found via the  
Apps Portal

Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.9

Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, 
traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July 2022   Use the form to Report Broken Links.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all  rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All  other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based o n Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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