Insert Slam Dunk Title
1. Question & Research Task

Have you ever heard of Helen Keller? You
may have heard the name, but do you
know why she is famous?

Your class will be reading the play The
Miracle Worker by William Gibson and
learning about the inspiring life of Helen
Keller and her teacher, Anne Sullivan.

But before we read the play, let’s do a little
background research in order to answer
the question:
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Picture retrieved from Wikimedia Commons.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Why did the author title this play The Miracle Worker?



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Helen_Keller_with_Anne_Sullivan_in_July_1888.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helen_Keller_with_Anne_Sullivan_in_July_1888.jpg
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Use the following resources to learn more
about Helen Keller, Anne Sullivan and what
life was like during the 1890s in America.

The Miracle Worker at Broadway.com

“The Miracle Worker” article. Click Plot
Summary

Life in 1890’s America
American women in the 1890’s

Helen Keller Biography

Picture retrieved from Wikimedia Commons



http://www.broadway.com/shows/miracle-worker/buzz/
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/CX2279500018/GVRL?u=bcps&sid=GVRL&xid=2dec6695
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/CX2279500018/GVRL?u=bcps&sid=GVRL&xid=2dec6695
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/1890_fast_facts.html
https://classroom.synonym.com/american-women-1890s-13099.html
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2267900965?searchid=1596739007&accountid=231
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/08/Helen_Keller12.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helen_Keller12.jpg
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Use the resources on the previous slide to
complete this notes sheet about Helen Keller,
Anne Sullivan, and the time they lived in.

You can record your information on either a
digital or paper copy, as directed by your
teacher.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QDo7b1gkFTLFa0r96_oBWyqpQtW_nKjU/copy
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helen_Keller.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Why did the author title this play The Miracle Worker?

Now that you have read about Helen Keller,
Anne Sullivan, and the time period in
which the play takes place, you are ready
to answer the question:

Why do you think the author titled this play
The Miracle Worker?

Use evidence from your research to
support your answer.

Use this worksheet to complete your
answer. This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QcL2pfmE4vsUkbTKB5-z9gonCelku1WE/copy
http://www.mcphersonmath.com/2014_10_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Watch this BrainPop video about Helen Keller. Check
out some of these features located right below the
video:

Take the quiz

Try the activity

Find some more cool facts in the FYI section
Explore further with the questions in the Q&A

Picture retrieved from Wikimedia Commons S e Ctl O n



http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/helenkeller/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Helenkellerannesullivan1898.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helenkellerannesullivan1898.jpg

6. Teacher Resources

Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire: Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think: Learners display curiosity and initiative by:
I.LA.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:
[.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions. 1.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.
Share: Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:
[.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.
P21 Framework: 215t Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy: Access information efficiently and effectively; Use

information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July 2022
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Grade 7 Ela

Objective: Students will develop background knowledge
about the characters and setting of the play The Miracle
Worker by gathering information from authoritative
resources.

Time Frame: One 50-minute lesson

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:

e Have students use learning supports provided
in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer
to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
e Collaborate with your school library media specialist to
plan and implement this lesson.

e Provide students with login information as needed to
authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is
available on the BCPS Digital Content page found via the
Apps Portal

Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only.
All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie's Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.



https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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