The Path to Becoming Me S“DlE NAV';AT'ON
1. Question & Research Task
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Gary Paulsen writes many
young adult stories that
focus on experiences that
have shaped his life. In this
lesson you will explore how
Gary Paulsen’s life choices
have molded his existence.

Image Source: Discovery Education, by subscription

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the essential question:

I How do our experiences shape who we become? I




2. Information Sources

Choose several of the information sources linked here
to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

The ssites listed below will help you learn more about
Gary Paulsen and his life experiences. You will use this
information to complete the graphic organizer.

About Gary Paulsen

Meet Gary Paulsen

Author Profile of Gary Paulsen

Paulsen Biography

Interview with Gary Paulsen
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Gary Paulsen

Image Source: Children’s Book Review, Creative Commons License


https://docs.google.com/document/d/14Ghir8MGe_jCtn_p16ptOKVDXJmqDEWqaNtx00GcP5k/copy
https://www.famousauthors.org/gary-paulsen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OKtttPiEQM
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1617001705/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=3676784a
http://www.biblio.com/gary-paulsen~114241~author
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A53729858/ITOF?u=bcps&sid=ITOF&xid=add4e5a9
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/126y1Eq4is1HH93GRsl-n9swschpsCQU7FAcEo10Xjh0/copy
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/slamdunks/paulsen/resource4.docx

4. Assessment Activity
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| How do our experiences shape who we become?

Use this form to imagine yourself as Gary
Paulsen responding to the essential question.

As you write, be sure to use details from your
notes. Remember, you are using your

knowledge to determine how GARY PAULSEN
would answer the questions.

Once you have finished writing, use the checklist

to see if you will need to revise your work.

Image Source: Gale Infobits



resource2.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XYT7qtEpyoKfwwEFVcKp8ZGI_ArijAEQCVp-d-4rcGA/copy
resource3.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dRBPfkCqlRUtcH_wQq6ELWykSGpBvGLtrls-3XGz3RQ/copy
resource3.docx

5. Enrichment Activities

Gary Paulsen signing autographs.

Image Source: Creative Commons
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Learn more about Gary Paulsen’s life

and works:

e Gary Paulsen Library

e Gary Paulsen Interview

e Find books by Gary Paulsen in
school library collection:

Search Destiny Discover, your school li
catalog, for books written by Gary Pau
Open the link and scroll to find your sc

your

brary
sen.

nool.


https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/23384/gary-paulsen
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/17/988331566/gary-paulsens-memoir-taps-into-the-childhood-experiences-that-inspired-his-stori
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1627051221418000&usg=AOvVaw1MTUUcla9osPWDfYJ332ha

6. Teacher Resources

Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating
understanding of the subject underinvestigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire: Build newknowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think: Learners display curiosity and initiative by:
I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.
Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:
I.B.1Using evidence to investigate questions. |.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.
Share: Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:
I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
[.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 215t Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy: Access information efficiently and effectively; Use
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.

ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July 2022
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Grade 6 English Language Arts

Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused researchin
order to synthesize Gary Paulsen’s experiencesinto a
response to the essential question.

Time Frame: Two 45 - minute class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
e Have students use learning supports provided
in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer

to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:

e (Collaborate withyour school library media specialist to
plan and implement this lesson.

e Provide students withlogininformation as needed to
authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is
available on the BCPS Digital Content page found via the
Apps Portal

e Youmay wishto use the Schoology Assignment Apps to
send the documents to students to be completed online.

Use this form to Report Broken Links.

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2019, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only.
All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie's Slam Dunk Digital | esson model.


https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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