
Screenplay: Take 1!
1. Question & Research Task

What is a screenplay?

How do I format a screenplay?

What is the difference between screenplay 
and story board? 

What is a storyboard and how do I create a 
story board?

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yh8CgM8RajsH17CSVnfGueeZ5WAcn_c1TNsbQzYUU30/copy
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/slamdunks/screenplay/whatisascreenplay.docx
http://www.scriptologist.com/Magazine/Formatting/formatting.html
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127982739/screenplayvsstoryboard.docx
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127982739/screenplayvsstoryboard.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E44ZYX93wKKyFxbSRgT8P9FHGP792KR9cvZ5P1VERtE/copy
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127982739/screenplayvsstoryboard.docx
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/slamdunks/screenplay/screenplayvsstoryboard.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13jKkGyk7Lv4ZC0GULvd8ZSMQXqU6paLa3CVkAXUzyMc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13jKkGyk7Lv4ZC0GULvd8ZSMQXqU6paLa3CVkAXUzyMc/copy
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/slamdunks/screenplay/storyboardtips1.docx
http://www.scriptflags.com/2010/12/top-ten-most-important-un-produced.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


2. Information Sources

A Satire of The Hunger 
Games: An Excerpt from a 
Screenplay

Dystopian Screenplay excerpt 
example

with terms highlighted 

Glossary
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16-Abq6DI17A4Mh2m29Cpgx6m0pUbTC96Y3AZNbfK2Mo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16-Abq6DI17A4Mh2m29Cpgx6m0pUbTC96Y3AZNbfK2Mo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16-Abq6DI17A4Mh2m29Cpgx6m0pUbTC96Y3AZNbfK2Mo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QyxbhyuNlp7sMTYGngoQ6UUqjt2a0iEMeZ3XIw4Ztpo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QyxbhyuNlp7sMTYGngoQ6UUqjt2a0iEMeZ3XIw4Ztpo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QyxbhyuNlp7sMTYGngoQ6UUqjt2a0iEMeZ3XIw4Ztpo/copy
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/basic-camera-directions-every-screenwriter-should-.html
https://jonasdero.deviantart.com/art/New-York-Ruins-190388716
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


3. Student Activity

Student Resource Terms 
Chart 

Examples of Transition Terms

Example of Camera 
Movements, Shots & Angles

Click on the pictures to view 
videos. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZDczRc7ap7pzWuGK7PZSMNi0hdEXhCLP7vnCZLUBZmA/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZDczRc7ap7pzWuGK7PZSMNi0hdEXhCLP7vnCZLUBZmA/copy
http://www.mediacollege.com/video/editing/transition/types.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w55ASPCAO-g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w55ASPCAO-g
http://www.ispot.tv/ad/7q9i/kia-2014-soul-totally-transformed-song-by-lady-gaga


4. Assessment Activity

Using what you have learned about a Dystopian Society,  storyboard and 
screenplay, create a story board of your scene and then create a 
screenplay from your scene in the template link below. 

Dystopian Society Topic Examples: 

• Poverty – hunger

• Bullying

• Individual Rights

• Privacy

• Government Control

• Part 1. Template for Storyboard

• Part 2. Screenplay Pre-writing

• Template for Screenplay

• Screenplay Checklist 

• Screenplay Rubric Image Source:  CADA
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1riikxDyTrBRjTUQu5kfq6qnJ-cDohWkEQKeCx9pFHkA/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u1Yma2NTpnqeA8whkZF9XnpPCXPG8JTO76-qk38via8/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11JBz4U30wesJYCWUxbbyg29cx1E8H3Mgq0qnh-oLnm8/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ok5Yg-88l9Q4l8wtbUQs9sujZt_DoXvEYO8E9NadIms/copy
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/127982727/screenplayrubric.docx


6. Teacher Resources

Grade 6 AA ELA

Time Frame:  2-3 class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
• Have students use learning supports provided in any 

BCPS-licensed Digital Content from the Apps Portal 
included in this lesson. Refer to Digital Content Snapshots 
& Support resources  for as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
• Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.
• Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature 

to assign Microsoft/Google Docs for students to access, 
edit, and submit through Schoology.

Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.7 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.3 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.5 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3a 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3b CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3c 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3d CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3e 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.4 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.5 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.2

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from i t; cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking cri tically, identifying problems, and developing 
s trategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I .A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Us ing evidence to investigate questions.  I .B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I .D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use information accurately and 
creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: August 2023 Use this form to Report Broken Links.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all  rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All  other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based o n Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIvw9JcZPQs
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/2
https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html


5. Enrichment Activities

Image Source:  Microsoft image gallery

Would you like to add audio and 
lighting effects to your scene?

In order to create your film, you just 
need a phone camera or other video 
recording device. Here are some 
resources for shooting your film. 

• How to edit in MovieMaker

• Getting Started with WeVideo 
(Chromebooks)
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http://www.mediacollege.com/audio/terminology/
http://www.mediacollege.com/lighting/terminology/
http://etc.usf.edu/techease/win/images/how-do-i-edit-video-clips-with-windows-movie-maker/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/wevideo
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