
Slavery and Abolitionism
1. Question & Research Task

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 
autobiographical narrative written in 1845. It 
chronicles Frederick Douglass’s journey from the 
time he became a slave until he escaped to freedom 
in the North.

 An important question that Douglass explores in his 
writing is “What does it take for the human spirit to 
be free?”  In order to prepare you to read his 
narrative and understand the major themes, you 
will be learning about slavery, abolitionism, 
women’s rights, and the Underground Railroad 
(definition #2). 

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Click on the image above for an overview of slavery 
in America.
Image Source: This Photo by Unknown Author is l icensed under CC BY-SA-NC

SLIDE NAVIGATION
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http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar514020&st=slavery
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/abolition?&o=100074&s=t
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/women-s-rights
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/underground-railroad
https://arkansasgopwing.blogspot.com/2018/02/frederick-douglass-and-gun-control.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/ushistory/slavery/


2. Information Sources
You will use these resources to complete the activity on Slide 3: 

When required, see your teacher/librarian for login 
information

Slavery:
• The Triangular Trade and the Middle Passage

• Interview of a Former Slave Fountain Hughes

• Slave and Free Soil Interactive Map

• Born into Slavery: Slave Narratives

• Testimony of a Freedman

Abolitionism:
• Abolition Movement

• Abolitionist’s Words Echo through Time

• William Lloyd Garrison

• The Role of the Quakers

• Abolitionist Movement

• Understanding the Emancipation Proclamation

Women's Rights:
• The Women’s Movement and Abolitionism
• Susan B. Anthony
• Lucy Stone
• Elizabeth Cady Stanton
• Lucretia Mott
• Women’s Suffrage (BrainPop video) 
• Seneca Falls Convention

Underground Railroad:
• Underground Railroad (BrainPop video)
• Overview (article)
• Harriet Tubman
• Map of escape routes
• Aboard the Underground Railroad
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http://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0002
https://www.wdl.org/en/item/110/
https://www.learner.org/series/a-biography-of-america/the-coming-of-the-civil-war/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/about-this-collection/
http://www.freedmen.umd.edu/mcmilln.htm
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar001300&st=slavery
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2262286872?searchid=1572378600&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326403244?searchid=1689174236&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2250217632?searchid=1572378769&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326464295?searchid=1689174423&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2262434393?searchid=1572378873&accountid=231
http://archives.nbclearn.com/portal/site/k-12/browse?cuecard=558
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/not-for-ourselves-alone/abolition-suffrage
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar023980&st=susan+b.+anthonyp://archives.nbclearn.com/portal/site/k-12/browse?cuecard=376
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar534540&st=lucy+stone
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar529440&st=elizabeth+cady+stanton
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar373820
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/ushistory/womenssuffrage/
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2250244111?searchid=1572379144&accountid=231
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/ushistory/undergroundrailroad/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar574420
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar569550&st=harriet+tubman
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/media?id=lr004396&st=underground+railroad
http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/ugrrhome.htm


3. Student Activity

Use this graphic organizer to take 
notes about slavery, abolitionism, 
women’s rights, and the Underground 
Railroad using the information 
sources on Slide 2.

You will be using your notes to 
complete the Assessment Activity on 
Slide 4.

1860 Underground Railroad Routes
Image Source:   SIRS Discoverer, by subscription
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pkamdi0dtrzh3ztTEzCqdpnkM2Yn9tHGu9SaF31QPzg/copy


4. Assessment Activity

Now you will compose a journal entry using 
the notes on your graphic organizer. 

Write a journal entry from the point of view of 
a citizen deciding whether to aid slaves in 
their escape OR write from the point of view 
of a slave contemplating escape.

Be sure to use information from your graphic 
organizer to make your journal entry sound 
accurate and authentic.  Carefully read the 
Scoring Rubric so that you know how you will 
be assessed.  

Next

Image Source:   www.pics4learning.com
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19M5WC0JHuWx8PEQR7DWJ38MtWqVmdNKWZ-kfFEyiJKE/copy


5. Enrichment Activities

Further explore the topics you have 
been studying by completing these 
interactive simulations.  Use the 
Thinkport Pathways to Freedom to learn 
more.

Image Source:  www.mission-us.org.
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https://pathways.thinkport.org/about/ugrr.cfm


6. Teacher Resources

Grade Level and Content Area:  GT 8 Language Arts 

Time Frame: One to two class periods

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
• Have students use learning supports provided 

in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer 
to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
• Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.

• Inform students of the following:

• Articles may cover more than one topic, and students may need 
to write notes in more than one square of their organizer while 
completing a reading

• Links provided about slavery represent differing points of view as 
each slave lived under different conditions and had different life 
experiences that shaped their opinions

• Some of the primary documents include vocabulary that would 
not be considered politically correct today, but that is used in a 
historical context and reflects vocabulary used during the time 
period being studied.

• Provide students with login information as needed to authenticate 
BCPS Digital Content. Login information is available on the BCPS 
Digital Content page found via the  Apps Portal

Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July 2022 Use this form to Report Broken Links.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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