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Primary or Secondary? :
1. Question
When you learn about history, you use many different

types of sources in order to find the most accurate
description of an event.

In Social Studies, your teachers use primary and

secondary sources to provide contextto the events of the
past.

Understanding how to use these sources will help you be
successful not only in social studies, but in all subjects!

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused
research to respond to the inquiry question:

Image Source: www.tinker.af.mil

How can primary and secondary sources help me understand the past?



2. Information Sources

lmage Source: Shonnmaren on WikiMedia Commons

Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete
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the Student Activity on Slide 3.

e Watch a video on Primary and Secondary Sources from the
Oregon School Library Information System.

* View the Primary Versus Secondary Sources Infographic

Keep the following ideas in mind while you are

looking at a source...

Who created it?

What was the reason why it was created?

When was the document created?

Where was it created?
Why was it created?

How is this document viewed by people (during the

time period AND today!)?

Next /


https://secondary.oslis.org/learn-to-research/plan/plan-possible-sources/primary-and-secondary-sources-video
https://library.trocaire.edu/studentservices/researchassistance/primarysecondarygraphic/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Primary_Sources.png

3. Student Activity

Research the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire in 1911 to
practice using primary and secondary sources.
As you learn about the event, complete the
graphic organizer to demonstrate your
understanding of the sources.

Remember to think about the questions listed
on Slide 2!

e Working for the Triangle Shirtwaist Company

* Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

e Remembering the 1911 Triangle Factory Fire
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Image Source: DeVault, Ileen A. "Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire."

World Book Student through subscription.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uLQGhbbsHsjkfNTptBQK1zrYjPXbCCR8S91mKQjc4JA/copy?usp=sharing
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/178/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar752490&st=triangle+shirtwaist
http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/story/introduction.html

4. Assessment Activity
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To demonstrate your understanding of using
primary and secondary sources, choose an event
from the list below.

1. Choose one of these events from the last decade

2. Choose your own event from the recent past
(approval from your teacher is required!)

Find one primary source and one secondary source
on your chosen topic using BCPS Digital Content.
Use a tool of your choice to explain the difference
between the two sources of information and how
those sources help you learn about that particular
topic.

Eh, and Some quotes from
these are...? the original source.

KOTZ & CALS/WRITING TIPS

Tip 8 - References: always go back to the original source!

This Photo by Unknown Authoris licensed under CCBY-NC-ND



https://www.history.com/news/2010s-decade-major-events
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://scientificwritingtips.wordpress.com/the-cartoons/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

5. Enrichment Activities
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Primary Sources
and Secondary Sources Self-Test

Check out the Library of Congress’
collections of primary sources for
an event in American history that
you find intriguing!



http://www.quia.com/rr/107632.html
http://www.quia.com/rr/107632.html
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/?fa=partof_type:primary+source+set
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/?fa=partof_type:primary+source+set

6. Teacher Resources

Learning Standards Alignment

BCPS Curriculum
Grade 8: 1.A.2 Analyze sources of historicalinformation

Maryland State Social Studies Curriculum
D.1. Identify primary and secondary sources of information thatrelate to the topic/situation/problem being studied

D.1.a. Gather andread appropriateprintsources, such as journals, periodicals, government documents, timelines, databases,
reference works, and web sites

D.1.b Read and obtaininformation fromtexts representing diversityin content, culture, authorship, and perspective

D.1.c. Locate and gather data and information fromappropriate non-printsources, such as music, artifacts, charts, maps, graphs,
photographs, video clips, illustrations, paintings, political cartoons, multimedia, interviews, and oral histories

D.1.d Access and process information thatis factual and reliablefromreadings, investigations, and/or oral communications

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire: Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinkingcritically, identifying problems, and
developing strategies for solving problems.

Think: Learners display curiosity andinitiative by:

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by followinga process thatincludes:
1.B.1 Usingevidence to investigate questions. |.B.3 Generating products thatillustratelearning.

Share: Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others ina cyclethat includes:
I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.
Grow: Learners participateinanongoinginquiry-based process by:
I.D.2 Engaging insustainedinquiry.
P21 Framework: 215t Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy: Access information efficiently and effectively; Use information

accuratelyand creatively for the issueor problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.
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Objective: Students will be conducting brief, focused
research in order to determine how primary and
secondary sources help them to understand the past.

Time Frame: Two 45 or one 90-minute lessons.

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:

* Have students use learning supports provided in
any BCPS-licensed Digital Content included in this
lesson. Refer to Digital Content Links, Usernames,
and Passwords for login information as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
* Collaborate with your school library media
specialist to plan and implement this lesson.

Last updated: July 2023  Use this form to Report Broken Links
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profitschool useonly.

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permissionisgranted expressly. This lessonisbased on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Llesson model.


https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/e/2PACX-1vTcvapUypleK2IBiZUAOkZqtEZ3XbN3eHgyYuMaKUt9bsb5g7SlAHFCcW69dSq_e9IWIpCo2QrSUgL7/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/e/2PACX-1vTcvapUypleK2IBiZUAOkZqtEZ3XbN3eHgyYuMaKUt9bsb5g7SlAHFCcW69dSq_e9IWIpCo2QrSUgL7/pub
https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/pages/dcaa/social-studies/msss.aspx
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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