
The earliest Roman civilizations thrived nearly 
2,700 years ago. It might seem hard to believe 
that the activities of people who lived so long 
ago could still be relevant in modern times. 

Yet Roman achievements in the arts, 
government, science, math, literature, and 
other areas continue to impact our lives.

We will investigate the contributions of the 
ancient Romans in order to answer the inquiry 
question:

Which of the ancient Romans’ achievements have had 
the greatest impact on the way we live today?

Click the image above to watch a video about Ancient 
Rome.                                                    Image Source: Discovery Education:
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https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/ae8117b1-f880-4a6a-bd6e-f0097b602863


To discover the achievements of the 
Ancient Romans, use these resources:

General Sites

 Watch 5 Things You Should Know

 Primary History: Romans (BBC)

 Watch Ancient Rome

 Ancient Rome for Kids

 The Roman Empire (PBS)

 Watch Roman Republic BrainPop

 Ancient Rome (Kids Konnect)

 Ancient Rome:  Rise to Power

 Rome: The Early Republic
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Architecture

 Watch Roman Concrete

 Watch The Roman Arch

Government and Law

 History of Ancient Rome (Ducksters)

 Roman Government

 Watch History vs. Augustus

Language/Literature

 Roman Art and Literature

 Ancient Roman Art Facts

Mathematics

 On Roman Numerals

 Watch The Roman Numeral System

Technology/Engineering

 Aqueducts

 Building Wonders: Aqueducts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwN1EJN0W3Q
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo0KujQEJ_s
https://rome.mrdonn.org/
http://www.pbs.org/empires/romans/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/socialstudies/worldhistory/romanrepublic/
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/16-history/262-ancient-rome.html
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/797f6463-56b1-4a9e-b81e-1f723db50768
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/6c24609b-34d5-42ca-947b-3425c01fcea8
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/741df169-52f9-4701-8132-f75d1ec9fc64
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/cc4823ed-92e8-45bd-80b2-511b1bc5fd6e
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome_republic.php
http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-government.html
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/history-vs-augustus-alex-gendler-and-peta-greenfield
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/212763b9-1587-4a8b-9cda-156ca5213279
https://kidadl.com/facts/ancient-roman-art-facts-that-will-absolutely-amaze-you
http://www.novaroma.org/via_romana/numbers.html
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/f09469f3-4265-44bf-8f3e-a17e684d9f4f
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/79b7ea23-46ca-4180-b38a-bf868ba815ab
https://mpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nvco-sci-romanaqueducts/nova-building-wonders-colosseum-roman-aqueducts-in-the-colosseum/


You will use the information sources on 
Slide 2 to gather information about ONE major 
area of achievement of the ancient Romans.  

Use this graphic organizer to take notes.

Think about:

 What were the major achievements of the 
Romans or Romans in the area I am 
researching?

 What made these achievements unique, 
special or extraordinary?

 How have these achievements impacted 
how we live today?

Relief of Roman soldiers in the Vatican, Rome
Image Source:  Pics4Learning
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14hrNswBvCCRwm_8seeyrFoyQEQoCYwK88iMzr2Nsrxg/copy?usp=sharing


So, which achievement had the greatest impact on life today?  Think 
about the three focus questions that you researched.  Then, create the 
following:

#1:  The Pitch - Write a one-paragraph pitch to convince others that the 
achievements you researched have had a significant impact on the 
modern world and life today.  Use the resources on Slide 5 to help you 
cite your sources and avoid plagiarism.

#2: The Visual - Create a visual—such as a Google Slide, model, drawing 
or poster—to illustrate your pitch. Use the following for images. 

 Wikimedia Commons--Ancient Rome

 Creative Commons Search - Includes Google Image Search

 Ancient Roman Picture Gallery

 Ancient Rome in Pictures

 Free Ancient Rome Clipart

 Pics4Learning

#3: The Presentation - In small groups, you will present your pitch and 
visual about how your achievement had a significant impact on life 
today.  Students will use a continuum to rank your achievement against 
the others presented.
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The Colosseum in Rome, Italy
Image Source:  Pics4Learning 

https://www.writersstore.com/the-8-steps-to-a-powerful-pitch/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?fulltext=Search&search=Ancient+Rome&title=Special:Search&ns0=1&ns6=1&ns12=1&ns14=1&ns100=1&ns106=1
http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://www.historylink101.com/ancient_rome/ancient_rome_picture_gallery.htm
http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/romeancientrome/ig/Ancient-Rome/
http://rome.phillipmartin.info/index.htm
http://www.pics4learning.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R-4L6nu3WGmXu8tEkGLHjpc27Lc9u9pe0c4J7CZXnEw/copy?usp=sharing
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Test your knowledge of 
technologies developed by 

different ancient civilizations!

Play the BrainPop Game Sortify: 
Technology of the Ancients

 Click the question mark on the 
top right corner of the game 
screen for directions.

http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/games/sortifytechnologyoftheancients/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/games/sortifytechnologyoftheancients/
http://www.brainpop.com/user/loginDo.weml?user=baltcops&password=brainpop&targetPage=/games/sortifytechnologyoftheancients/


BCPS Curriculum

SK.1. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the 

developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant.

SK.2. Evaluate the relevancy and utility of a historical source based on information such as maker, 
date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose. 

SK.4. Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging 
the strengths and limitations of the arguments.

SOC.1: Examine the roles of individuals within imperial societies based on characteristics such as 
social class, gender, and ethnicity.

POL.1: Analyze the development and role of government in shaping imperial societies and 
civilizations.

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information efficiently and effectively; Use 
information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Grade 6, Social Studies:  Emerging Powers

Time Frame: Three fifty-minute class periods

Differentiation: 

 Direct students to use comprehension tools included in 
databases, such as:  audio read-aloud, labeled reading 
levels, and embedded dictionaries.

 Organizers may be modified to meet the needs of 
students.

 Activity Assessment: Students may choose to hand 
write their response to the question.  

Notes to the teacher: Look over the resources on Slide 
2.  You may choose which sources you would like the 
students to use. Slide 4 provides some presentation options, 
but feel free to change them to meet the needs of your 
class.

Have students use learning supports provided in any 
BCPS-licensed Digital Content included in this lesson. 

Refer to Digital Content Links, Usernames, and 
Passwords for login information as needed. 

Last updated: July 2023   Use this form to Report Broken Links

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2017, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/e/2PACX-1vTcvapUypleK2IBiZUAOkZqtEZ3XbN3eHgyYuMaKUt9bsb5g7SlAHFCcW69dSq_e9IWIpCo2QrSUgL7/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/e/2PACX-1vTcvapUypleK2IBiZUAOkZqtEZ3XbN3eHgyYuMaKUt9bsb5g7SlAHFCcW69dSq_e9IWIpCo2QrSUgL7/pub
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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