Hidden Figures
1. Question & Research Task

After World War Il, the United States and the USSR (now
Russia) competed against one another for world domination.
The space race took this competition to the skies.

The amazing women behind the American space program in
the 1960’s were recently documented in the movie Hidden
Figures. The movie was based on a book of the same name by
Margot Lee Shetterly.

Currently, the US space program is at a crossroads — do we, as
a society, invest in space exploration or use our money to
solve other issues in America? Many Americans debate this
topic.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to
respond to the inquiry question:
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Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
Image Source: NASA

How are arguments developed in an effective way?


http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar755298
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2250392281?searchid=1596740118&accountid=231
http://margotleeshetterly.com/about/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nasahqphoto/31503684802
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2. Information Sources
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Using SIRS Issues Researcher found on the BCPS
Digital Content page in the Apps Portal research raes S—
one Of the topics below. Issues Researcher ~ Govemment Reporter  Renaissance

Click on each informational link to help you Y p—

choose a topic: e——
Space Exploration & Travel

colonizing Mars

Space exploration involves using manned and unmanned spacecraft to investigate the universe beyond Earth's atmosphere. The early
era of outer space exploration began with Sputnik and the Apollo 11 moon landing. Space exploration continued with the development of
the space shuttle and other space vehicles

space travel

NASA

Satellite protection SIRS Knowledge Source

Image Source: SIRS

privatized space flight

Nuclear power in space

If you’d like to research another topic relating to space
exploration, brainstorm ideas and share with your teacher.

*Closed captioning may not be available for all videos.


https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/57d63e13-79d3-45e9-bc3f-960cb8a244a4
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/technology/space-travel/index.html
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/1d97a194-81ef-43f6-982e-9e3e4f158bd5
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/e16cee9c-8ae3-4f4c-9b6e-8190b5ecacd8
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2412390284?searchid=1596740364&accountid=231
https://energy.gov/articles/history-nuclear-power-space
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After you’ve chosen an
article from Opposing
Viewpoints: Space (N
Exploration, complete the \ ‘

note taking worksheet.

Image Source: Creative Commons


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XwWxSV9UKl5n6NkK3V5K9nbiYqjYJXlI/copy
http://creative-commons-images.com/handwriting/a/argument.html
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Now that you’ve researched an

author’s point of view about a topic,

you should be able to create your own

opinion about that same topic. e

You will develop your own argument
about the topic of your choice. Use the
VoiceThread (teacher resource) that
your teacher has created to share your
point of view on the topic you chose.
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Images of the surface of Mars taken from the pathfinder.
Image Source: NASA


https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/voicethread
https://images-assets.nasa.gov/image/PIA01120/PIA01120~orig.jpg
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= Creating an effective argument also means that
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an author must address counter claims to their
argument.

Use this worksheet to practice identifying and
writing counterclaims and rebuttals.

o What are the counter claims to your
argument about your chosen space

= e exploration topic?
] ' | o What is the rebuttal that you can use to
pace Shuttle Launch . a
image Source: NASA address any counter claims to your opinion?

Complete the paragraph with sentence starters
to address your counter claims.


https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/essay_writing/argumentative_essays.html
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/128244669/argument_practice.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lsECwkBCUnGGnO2NVftNV5LrATgraRMb/copy
http://nasa-astronomy.wikispaces.com/Resources
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Learning Standards Alignment:
Common Core State Standards

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual

evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

RI 7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position
from that of others.

RI7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.

SL 7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions,
facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

W 7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W 7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related,
focused questions for further research and investigation.

W 7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

AASL Standards for the 215t Century Learner
1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make
inferences and gather meaning.
2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular areas, real-world situations,
and further investigations.

P21 Framework: 215t Century Student Outcomes

3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy: Access information efficiently (time) and effectively
(sources); Use information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand.

ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information.

Last updated: July 2022

Grade 7 ELA: Advanced Academics

Objective: Students will be conduct brief, focused
research on an author’s argument about space
exploration in order to develop their own
arguments with claims, reasoning, and evidence.

Time Frame: One 90 — minute class period

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:

e Have students use learning supports provided
in BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps
Portal. Refer to Digital Content
Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
e Collaborate with your school library media
specialist to plan and implement this lesson.

e Provide students with login information as
needed to authenticate BCPS Digital Content.
Login information is available on the BCPS
Digital Content page found via the Apps Portal

e VoiceThread support for teachers

Report broken links to Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2017, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only.
All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie's Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.



https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/voicethread
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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