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Burning Books: Background on Fahrenheit 451 1] 2] 3 Naxt

1. Question & Research Task /

Published in 1953, Ray Bradbury’s dystopian novel Fahrenheit 451
describes a world where books are banned and the government
fears independent thought.
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To better understand the character motivations and themes
present in the novel, you will need to recreate the world Bradbury
was living inand the history he was influenced by.

This novel was published the year the Korean War ended. The
atrocities of WWII were fresh in the minds of Bradbury and his
contemporaries. The Cold War was a new kind of war that fed on
the fears of the Atomic Age and the perceived threats of
communism. Meanwhile, new technologies and social changes
brought about new thinking.

Your job will be to bring modern readers into the 1950s by Selectthe image above to view a short introduction and explanation
composing an article for your assigned beat that will be shared of why we should read Fahrenheit451.*

with your classmates in the class newspaper, World on Fire. *YouTube videoto besoieenet i I

Image Source: TED Ed
In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

How does Fahrenheit 451 reflect the time in which it was written?


https://youtu.be/YMZcp0EQO2s
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/why-should-you-read-fahrenheit-451-iseult-gillespie

2. Information Sources
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Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

1950s Politics

* ‘Fahrenheit 451:
Reading the

1950s”’
 “The1950s”
o “Historical
Context:
Fahrenheit 451”

‘

e ‘“KoreanWar”
 ‘“ColdWar”

McCarthyism

‘

* “McCarthyism”
(Gale

Encyclopedia)

o “Anticommunist
Hysteria”

* “HouseUn-
American
Activities
Committee”

* “McCarthyism”

(St. James)

1950s Technology

¢

e “Ray Bradbury:
10 of his most
prescient
predictions”

e “AWorld

Always Talking:
Did Fahrenheit
451 Predict the
Future?”

o “Historical
Context:
Fahrenheit 451”

* “Fahrenheit

451”

1950s Society

* ‘Fahrenheit 451:
Reading the

1950s”’
 “The1950s”
 “The Korean

War”’

“Fahrenheit
q 51”

Cold War

e ‘“ColdWar”
(UXL)

e “The ColdWar”
(Gale

Encyclopedia)
* “Nuclear Age”

‘

‘Cold War”
(Student
Resourcesin
Context)

* “Fahrenheit
451” (Novels for
Students)

Book Banning

* “Bannings and
Burnings in
History”

o ‘“Historical
Context:
Fahrenheit 451”

e “The Freedom

R )
 ‘“Banned!”

“All Fired Up”



https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/21/fahrenheit-451-reading-the-1950s
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/21/fahrenheit-451-reading-the-1950s
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/21/fahrenheit-451-reading-the-1950s
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500221/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7037bbf5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500221/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7037bbf5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500221/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7037bbf5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500221/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7037bbf5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900348/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=3355e645
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900133/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=ae692847
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ3048400183/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=5dfb3b86
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2165000395/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=a7b1e254
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2165000395/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=a7b1e254
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900288/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=c12084e2
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900288/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=c12084e2
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900288/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=c12084e2
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900288/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=c12084e2
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX2735801785/GVRL?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-GVRL&xid=dce862b8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/ray-bradbury-10-of-his-most-prescient-predictions/2012/06/06/gJQAi8jFJV_gallery.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.3c7130fb9a25
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/ray-bradbury-10-of-his-most-prescient-predictions/2012/06/06/gJQAi8jFJV_gallery.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.3c7130fb9a25
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/ray-bradbury-10-of-his-most-prescient-predictions/2012/06/06/gJQAi8jFJV_gallery.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.3c7130fb9a25
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/ray-bradbury-10-of-his-most-prescient-predictions/2012/06/06/gJQAi8jFJV_gallery.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.3c7130fb9a25
https://sites.psu.edu/thenotsocommonplaceplace/2014/01/29/a-world-always-talking-did-fahrenheit-451-predict-the-future/
https://sites.psu.edu/thenotsocommonplaceplace/2014/01/29/a-world-always-talking-did-fahrenheit-451-predict-the-future/
https://sites.psu.edu/thenotsocommonplaceplace/2014/01/29/a-world-always-talking-did-fahrenheit-451-predict-the-future/
https://sites.psu.edu/thenotsocommonplaceplace/2014/01/29/a-world-always-talking-did-fahrenheit-451-predict-the-future/
https://sites.psu.edu/thenotsocommonplaceplace/2014/01/29/a-world-always-talking-did-fahrenheit-451-predict-the-future/
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T003&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|CX2591400017&docType=Character+overview,+Critical+essay,+Work+overview,+Biography,+Plot+summary&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=GVRL&contentSet=GALE|CX2591400017&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T003&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|CX2591400017&docType=Character+overview,+Critical+essay,+Work+overview,+Biography,+Plot+summary&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=GVRL&contentSet=GALE|CX2591400017&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/21/fahrenheit-451-reading-the-1950s
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/21/fahrenheit-451-reading-the-1950s
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/21/fahrenheit-451-reading-the-1950s
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500221/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7037bbf5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/PC4205129768/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=ebf45f85
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/PC4205129768/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=ebf45f85
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T003&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|CX2591400017&docType=Character+overview,+Critical+essay,+Work+overview,+Biography,+Plot+summary&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=GVRL&contentSet=GALE|CX2591400017&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T003&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|CX2591400017&docType=Character+overview,+Critical+essay,+Work+overview,+Biography,+Plot+summary&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=GVRL&contentSet=GALE|CX2591400017&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3048900133/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=ae692847
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ3048400181/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=0700892b
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3424300548/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=c1ac85f9
https://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?resultListType=RELATED_DOCUMENT&searchType=ts&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true&contentSegment=&prodId=SUIC&docId=GALE|HTQNED344730372&it=r
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T003&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|CX2591400017&docType=Character+overview,+Critical+essay,+Work+overview,+Biography,+Plot+summary&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=GVRL&contentSet=GALE|CX2591400017&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T003&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|CX2591400017&docType=Character+overview,+Critical+essay,+Work+overview,+Biography,+Plot+summary&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=GVRL&contentSet=GALE|CX2591400017&searchId=R1&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/links-and-resources/bannings-and-burnings-in-history/
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/links-and-resources/bannings-and-burnings-in-history/
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/links-and-resources/bannings-and-burnings-in-history/
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2111500082/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=7b890e48
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2163000043/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=1e2d9130
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ2163000043/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=1e2d9130
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX6082900006/GVRL?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-GVRL&xid=767a5e55
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A156719655/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=81572188
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As journalists, it is important to evaluate and corroborate
sources before writing and sharing stories with the public.

Using the information sources on Slide 2 or others you
locate in BCPS Digital Content, you will need to take notes
on your assigned topic. You will be gathering information
that will be used to write a news story. You may choose to
record your notes using NoodleTools note cards, OneNote,
or another method suggested by your teacher.

“The function of journalism is, primarily, to
uncover vital new information in the public
interest and to put that information in a

context so that we can use it to improve the
human condition.” mage Source: Pixabay

-Joshua Oppenheimer



https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/guides/news-writing-fundamentals
https://www.noodletools.com/
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/joshua_oppenheimer_750171?src=t_journalism
https://pixabay.com/photos/newspaper-paper-newsprint-943004/
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1. Use this guide to writing a news article or other resources provided by
your teacher to help you compose a news article for the paper World on
Fire.

As you are preparing your article, be sure to cite your sources and use
copyright-friendly images (pics4learning, Wikimedia Commons, Google
advanced search, creative commons search, etc.).

2. You and a partner should review your article using the self/peerreview.
Use the feedback to make needed revisions.

3. Upload your revised article to the World on Fire newspaper (Schoology
Media Album, OneNote, or other location established by your teacher).

4. Once your class newspaper is finished, read the presented articles and
take notes on the 5Ws and H for each article. You will use this to make
connections as you read.

Image Source: Pixabay

Get ready to read!

What predictions can you make about Fahrenheit 451 based on your new learning? Record your response ina reading
journal or other format suggested by your teacher.



https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/733dd53f-03ad-461c-b2fa-6cccadc09365
http://www.pics4learning.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Images
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/29508?hl=en
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/29508?hl=en
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IhPFNh7wTLsGhZ4Wf81vqHDFBRuK0YSaoZJoRly71YM/copy
https://pixabay.com/photos/questions-board-blackboard-font-2212771/
https://libguides.southernct.edu/journalism/howtowrite

5. Enrichment Activities

Click on the image to view the 1943 Japanese Internment propaganda video
Image Source: C-Span

Click on the image to view a satiric video on US immigration policy
Image Source: New York Times
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The world of Fahrenheit 451 uses propaganda to drive fear of
knowledge, one another, and free thought in this society. During
the Cold War, propaganda was also used to instill fear and to
justify government actions.

1. Review the types of propaganda. Then, as you watch the
videos linked to the images on the left, complete a Venn diagram
comparing and contrasting the techniques used in each video.

2. Using a T-chart, compare the messages, techniques, and
themes presented in each video.

3. Using your notes and evidence from the videos, compose a
well-developed paragraph responding to the following statement.
Be prepared to present your position.

Propaganda is/is not a necessary tool
used by effective governments.


https://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?resultListType=RELATED_DOCUMENT&searchType=ts&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true&contentSegment=&prodId=SUIC&docId=GALE|LNUUWF987712857&it=r
https://www.c-span.org/video/?323978-1/japanese-relocation
https://www.c-span.org/video/?323978-1/japanese-relocation
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000005964224/we-reimagined-trumps-zero-tolerance-as-a-1940s-propaganda-film.html
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000005964224/we-reimagined-trumps-zero-tolerance-as-a-1940s-propaganda-film.html
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6. Teacher Resources
1 2 3 4 L 6
Learning Standards Alignment — - — — — —
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & English o: Unit 2
Bl Objective: Students will synthesize information from multiple sources on background information
CCSS ELA-LITERACY W.9-10.9 about Fahrenheit 451in order to explain how the novel reflects the history, behavior, and social
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support issues of the time and setting
analysis, reflection, and research. Time Frame: 1-2 class periods
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey e Have students use learning supports providedin BCPS Digital Content found in the Apps
B Eianionmation clearly and accurately Portal. Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Supportpages as needed.
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content. Notes to the teacher:V
AASL Standards Framework for Learners e (ollaborate with your schoollibrary media specialist to plan and implement this lesson.
Think: Learnersidentify collaborative opportunities by: e Printoutorupload linked documentsinadvance
3.A.2 Developing new understandings through engagementina e Providestudents with login information as needed to authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login
learning group. information is on the BCPS Digital Content page in the Apps Portal
Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by following a e Consider assigning organizers to students as a OneDrive Assignment using the Schoology
process thatincludes: Assignmgnt App.
.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions. e Review citations and guidelines for ethical use of images
.B.3 Generating products thatillustratelearning. e Forthe YouTube video linked onSlide 1, the teacher/librarian may screen videos for the class or
Share: Learners responsibly, ethically, and legally share new can provide student access viaVoiceThread. See: VoiceThread and YouTube

information with a global community:

[.C.2. Disseminating new knowledge through means
appropriate for the intended audience.

Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process
by:
[.D.2 Engagingin sustained inquiry.

Last updated: July 2022  Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright 2019, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only.

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie's Slam Dunk Digital L esson model.


https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/2/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTcvapUypleK2IBiZUAOkZqtEZ3XbN3eHgyYuMaKUt9bsb5g7SlAHFCcW69dSq_e9IWIpCo2QrSUgL7/pub
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTcvapUypleK2IBiZUAOkZqtEZ3XbN3eHgyYuMaKUt9bsb5g7SlAHFCcW69dSq_e9IWIpCo2QrSUgL7/pub
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://youtu.be/pIvw9JcZPQs
https://youtu.be/pIvw9JcZPQs
https://bcpsodl.pbworks.com/w/page/82991317/Copyright%20and%20Fair%20Use
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lXfnM8edH00ede863vUNlRCBiB37Evqk/edit
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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