
Which musical genre is your favorite? Maybe it’s popular 
music like country, hip hop, jazz, or rock? Or do you prefer 
listening to classical music? 

Throughout history, musicians have experimented with 
blending diverse musical styles. For example, in 2018, the 
rapper Nas performed a new version of his “Illmatic” 
album with the National Symphony Orchestra at the 
Kennedy Center. Click the image to the right to hear Nas 
talk about this musical collaboration.

Musicians are influenced by their own personal 
experiences, as well as a variety of historical, social, and 
cultural factors. Build background knowledge by reviewing 
the origins of music, early music, and the history of music.

How has music evolved from its early origins? How has it 
been shaped by historical and social changes?

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Nas performs with the National Symphony Orchestra in 2018.

Image  and Video Source:  PBS.org
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https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar439720
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar439720
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar117935
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/2594ce50-46ed-4e3b-8593-4ea586afa5f5
http://www.early-music.com/what-is-early-music/
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/CMKQAP613667002/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=863498aa
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/nas-live-kennedy-center-classical-hip-hop-nas-collaborating-national-symphony-orchestra/8100/


Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

General Resources 
for All Time Periods

Baroque Classical Romantic Modern

• Classical Music 
Overview

• Beginner’s Guide 
to Classical Music

• History of Musical 
Forms

• Music - Overview 
of Elements

• Teoria: Music 
Theory Reference

• Quick Composer 
Reference

• Baroque - World 
Book Advanced

• The Baroque Era 
(Video)

• Baroque Art and 
Music (Video)

• Baroque Music
• Baroque Music by 

Country
• Baroque Chord 

Symbols - Figured 
Bass

• What is Baroque 
Music?

• Music, 18th Century
• Into the Classical 

Period (Video)
• Classical Period in 

Music
• Classical Age in 

Music
• Enlightenment –

World Book 
Advanced

• The Enlightenment
• Classicism

• Romanticism -
World Book 
Advanced

• Early Romanticism 
(Video)

• Later Romanticism 
(Video)

• Romanticism in Art 
and Music (Video)

• Romanticism 
(Music)

• Modern Period
• Music of the 20th 

Century
• 20th Century 

Artistic 
Revolutions

• Orchestras Re-
examine ‘Modern 
Music’ 

• Classical Music in 
the 20th Century

• The Great War
• The Influence of 

Jazz
• Shostakovich text, 

video 
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https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2267151097?searchid=1658264443&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2267151097?searchid=1658264443&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2267901637?searchid=1572818222&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2267901637?searchid=1572818222&accountid=231
https://go.scholastic.com/D/article/202/015/2020150-003.html
https://go.scholastic.com/D/article/202/015/2020150-003.html
https://go.scholastic.com/C/article/020/207/0202070-0.html?highlightTerm=romanticism%20AND%20in%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/C/article/020/207/0202070-0.html?highlightTerm=romanticism%20AND%20in%20AND%20music
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/b/baroque.php
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/b/baroque.php
http://www.classical.net/music/rep/lists/index.php
http://www.classical.net/music/rep/lists/index.php
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar047280&st=baroque
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar047280&st=baroque
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/900b00a7-ad67-4f78-a590-f3205b258464
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/900b00a7-ad67-4f78-a590-f3205b258464
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/06558d76-a05f-4b66-b742-084869ff9fbe
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/06558d76-a05f-4b66-b742-084869ff9fbe
https://go.scholastic.com/D/article/a20/023/a2002330-h.html?highlightTerm=baroque%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/L/article/003/523/0035230-00.html?highlightTerm=baroque%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/L/article/003/523/0035230-00.html?highlightTerm=baroque%20AND%20music
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/b/baroque.php
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/b/baroque.php
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/b/baroque.php
https://www.baroque.org/baroque/whatis
https://www.baroque.org/baroque/whatis
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2267101827?searchid=1572818360&accountid=231
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/52031c87-7af3-4413-951e-b8d03a7a6721
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/52031c87-7af3-4413-951e-b8d03a7a6721
https://go.scholastic.com/C/article/006/454/0064540-0.html?highlightTerm=classical%20AND%20period%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/C/article/006/454/0064540-0.html?highlightTerm=classical%20AND%20period%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/D/article/a20/057/a2005700-h.html?highlightTerm=classical%20AND%20period%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/D/article/a20/057/a2005700-h.html?highlightTerm=classical%20AND%20period%20AND%20music
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar007150&st=the+enlightenment
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar007150&st=the+enlightenment
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar007150&st=the+enlightenment
https://www.oxfordwesternmusic.com/view/Volume2/actrade-9780195384826-div1-09004.xml
http://www.classical.net/music/rep/defs/class.php
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar474260&st=romanticism
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar474260&st=romanticism
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar474260&st=romanticism
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/eba7ffe2-9301-47e3-81d5-5d4ce3c850bf
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/eba7ffe2-9301-47e3-81d5-5d4ce3c850bf
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/99162e26-c6bb-4635-a9f5-96a735ec1f3b
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/99162e26-c6bb-4635-a9f5-96a735ec1f3b
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/14375e17-8ae8-4a4a-95f3-ddd73c913d12/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/14375e17-8ae8-4a4a-95f3-ddd73c913d12/
https://go.scholastic.com/L/article/033/573/0335730-00.html?highlightTerm=20th%20AND%20century%20AND%20classical%20AND%20music
https://go.scholastic.com/L/article/033/573/0335730-00.html?highlightTerm=20th%20AND%20century%20AND%20classical%20AND%20music
http://www.classical.net/music/rep/defs/mod.php
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-musicapp-medieval-modern/chapter/music-of-the-20th-century/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-musicapp-medieval-modern/chapter/music-of-the-20th-century/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/5667a0c0-cfcf-4257-9064-b16cfe8f35a6
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/5667a0c0-cfcf-4257-9064-b16cfe8f35a6
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/5667a0c0-cfcf-4257-9064-b16cfe8f35a6
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265564159?searchid=1572818416&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265564159?searchid=1572818416&accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265564159?searchid=1572818416&accountid=231
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2107200327/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=af89f0c8
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2107200327/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=af89f0c8
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/jazz/jb_jazz_subj.html
https://legacy.npr.org/programs/specials/milestones/990210.motm.jazz.html
https://legacy.npr.org/programs/specials/milestones/990210.motm.jazz.html
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326271525?searchid=1658264765&accountid=231
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahW3wT7xscs


Use the information sources on Slide 2 to 
research ONE of the musical time periods, 
either individually, with a partner or in a small 
group, as directed by your teacher.

Take notes using this graphic 
organizer or NoodleTools  as you research. 

Be sure to include:
 Historical events, social trends, and cultural 

changes
 Musical developments and innovations
 Links to pictures and other resources you may 

want to use in a presentation to the class

Image Source: Discovery Education
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XyLiyGDapR6EnHTNhlRsaCpQ9tZEvtLbc-ghNj7GYfI/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XyLiyGDapR6EnHTNhlRsaCpQ9tZEvtLbc-ghNj7GYfI/copy
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/noodletools


Have you discovered any examples of sampling? 
Do you think that artists today sample from 
classical music? Check out this list of classical 
musicians, their works that have been sampled, 
and some examples of music they sampled.

Create a presentation to persuade a current 
musician to use a sample of music from the time 
period you researched. Use Power Point or 
Google Slides or another tool approved by your 
teacher to deliver your pitch and NoodleTools to 
cite your sources.

Refer to this rubric for the project success criteria.
In the TED Talk video linked above, DJ and music producer 
Mark Ronson talks about sampling.

Image and Video Source: TED.com 
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https://www.whosampled.com/sampling/
https://www.whosampled.com/genre/Classical/
https://www.whosampled.com/genre/Classical/
https://www.whosampled.com/genre/Classical/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/microsoft-office
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/google-slides
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/noodletools
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOXKv-8abVSYC4-tMKFL0gcUf99caoZq9CFfT-POnjM/copy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sampling_(music)
https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_ronson_how_sampling_transformed_music?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare


Are you interested in a musical career? Explore these 
resources:
 Careers in Music
 How to Become a Video Game Music Composer
 Power of Music in Alzheimer’s Treatment

Explore additional connections between early and 
contemporary music:
 Baroque Dance for Musicians
 Hip to be Hip

Deepen your knowledge about music theory by reviewing 
these sources on scales and modes:
 Mode (music) – Scholastic Go!
 Modes Reference 
 Scales and Related Chords
 Build Scales and Modes
 How Music Works Tutorial

Image Sources: Unknown Author licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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https://www.careersinmusic.com/music-careers/
https://www.gameindustrycareerguide.com/how-to-become-a-video-game-music-composer/
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/growing-movement-uses-power-of-music-in-alzheimer-s-treatment-1444117571735
https://www.earlymusicamerica.org/emag-feature-article/baroque-dance-for-musicians/
https://www.earlymusicamerica.org/emag-feature-article/hip-to-be-hip/
https://go.scholastic.com/C/article/019/562/0195620-0.html?highlightTerm=modes
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/m/
http://www.teoria.com/en/reference/s/scale-chord.php
http://www.teoria.com/en/tutorials/scales/06-const.php
http://www.howmusicworks.org/hmw100.asp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Learning Standards Alignment

Maryland Fine Arts Standards for Music

Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.

Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical 
context to deepen understanding.

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners -  Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking 
critically, identifying problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that 
includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

         I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

Grades 10-12:  Music Theory 

Objective:  Students will analyze information from multiple sources in order 
to evaluate the relationships between historical context and musical 
composition over time.

Time Frame:  2-3 90-minute class periods

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan and implement 

this lesson.
 Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS-licensed Digital 

Content from the Apps Portal included in this lesson. Refer to Digital Content 
Snapshots & Support resources for guidance as needed. Some resources (ie. 
Scholastic Go) open from the PDF after authenticating.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to assign Microsoft 
and Google documents and files for students to access, edit, and submit 
through Schoology Teacher should preview all links for content.

 Transcripts of Discovery Education video segments are available by accessing 
the full video. After opening the video link, students may use the sidebar to 
select and view shorter video segments relevant to their topic.

Last updated: July 2022    Use this form to report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources 443-809-4035

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2019, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://officeoffinearts.wordpress.com/maryland-fine-arts-standards/
http://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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