
William Kamkwamba’s 2010 memoir The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind tells the true story of his experiences growing up in Malawi, 
an African nation plagued with drought, hunger, and poverty. 
Kamkwamba’s story defines the English proverb “necessity is the 
mother of invention,” as he works to overcome challenges in his 
community.  Today you will explore some of the difficulties facing 
Malawi during Kamkwamba’s childhood and predict how the 
efforts of one individual can improve the lives of many.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Select image above to hear a brief TED Talk by 
William Kamkwamba

Image Source: TED
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I would like to say something to all the people out 

there like me. . .To the Africans and the poor who are 

struggling with your dreams. . . maybe one day you will 

watch this on the Internet. I say to you, trust yourself 

and believe. Whatever happens, don't give up.”

 - William Kamkwamba from TEDGlobal 2009

https://www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_how_i_harnessed_the_wind?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_how_i_harnessed_the_wind?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_how_i_harnessed_the_wind?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
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Choose several of the information sources linked here to 

complete the Student Activity on Slide 3.

Beliefs and Culture Climate and 
Agriculture

Government Education Economy

• CultureGrams: 
Religion

• Murder for profit; 
The killing of 
albinos

• CultureGrams: 
General Attitudes

• See additional 
cultural information 
on the 
CultureGrams 
sidebar

• The Hunger Project: 
Malawi

• In Malawi, A 
Greener Revolution 
Aligns Diet And 
Land

• Malawi as 
microcosm

• CultureGrams: Land 
and Climate

• Seeking Africa’s 
Green Revolution

• Encyclopedia entry
• Why does Malawi 

have 1,331 
candidates running 
for 193 seats in 
parliament?

• CultureGrams: 
Government

• US Relations with 
Malawi (from the 
US State 
Department)

• Global partnership 
for education

• CultureGrams: 
Education

• UNICEF School-Age 
Children in Malawi 
page

• Post-Secondary 
Education System 
in Malawi

• In Malawi, tiny 
loans offer help 
(video with 
transcript)

• CultureGrams: 
Economy

• Malawi: Malawians 
Reduced to 
Economic 
Refugees, Says MP 
Yeremiah

• Malawi: External 
Shocks Challenge to 
Malawi's Poverty 
Reduction Efforts

http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Religion&snid=5
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Religion&snid=5
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A454646000/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=e3adcb6f
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A454646000/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=e3adcb6f
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A454646000/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=e3adcb6f
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=General_Attitudes&snid=6
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=General_Attitudes&snid=6
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?cid=95
https://www.thp.org/our-work/where-we-work/africa/malawi/
https://www.thp.org/our-work/where-we-work/africa/malawi/
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A243292604/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=b96c82e0
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A243292604/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=b96c82e0
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A243292604/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=b96c82e0
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A243292604/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=b96c82e0
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A204480283/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=83a6ce46
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A204480283/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=83a6ce46
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Land_and_Climate&snid=1
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Land_and_Climate&snid=1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7651977.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7651977.stm
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ3048600195/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=fc4f5715
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A578019240/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=a2f69014
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A578019240/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=a2f69014
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A578019240/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=a2f69014
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A578019240/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=a2f69014
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A578019240/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=a2f69014
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Government&snid=18
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Government&snid=18
https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-malawi/
https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-malawi/
https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-malawi/
https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-malawi/
https://www.globalpartnership.org/content/gpe-2025-results-framework-malawi
https://www.globalpartnership.org/content/gpe-2025-results-framework-malawi
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Education&snid=21
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Education&snid=21
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/school-age-children
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/school-age-children
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/school-age-children
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/malawi
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/malawi
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/malawi
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CT296080543/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=ffec34f4
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CT296080543/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=ffec34f4
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CT296080543/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=ffec34f4
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CT296080543/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=MSIC&xid=ffec34f4
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Economy&snid=19
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country_sections.php?cid=95&cn=Malawi&sname=Economy&snid=19
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawians-reduced-to-economic-refugees-says-mp-yeremiah-tips-finance-minister-on-restoring-economy/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawians-reduced-to-economic-refugees-says-mp-yeremiah-tips-finance-minister-on-restoring-economy/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawians-reduced-to-economic-refugees-says-mp-yeremiah-tips-finance-minister-on-restoring-economy/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawians-reduced-to-economic-refugees-says-mp-yeremiah-tips-finance-minister-on-restoring-economy/
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A591253937/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=314524bd
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A591253937/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=314524bd
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A591253937/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=314524bd
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A591253937/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=314524bd


Using the information sources on Slide 2 or 
continuing your research using other BCPS Digital 
Content from the Apps Portal, record key details 
about challenges Malawi is facing or has faced. 
Remember that you are focusing on how these topics 
represented challenges or problems for Malawi’s 
people.

Organize your notes using on of these methods/tools:
- Fillable PDF organizer
- Google document organizer
- Jamboard note cards
- Another note-taking tool suggested by your 

teacher

Be sure to cite the source where you found your 
information.

Photo Credit: Swathi Sridharan
Image Source: Flickr
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Image Source: pixabay.com

Image source: Wikimedia Commons

https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/134727504/malawi_notes_organizer_fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p-nqFbq6u3o07ALmLThNkTHhgisXrJBW73b8nDeu1QI/copy
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1KfytM-gdYSt7Vgoq669qjurJqXNn0-dYSj1XybGocZs/copy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/swathi-icrisat-esa/5596887077/
https://pixabay.com/photos/malawi-view-ocean-sea-beach-242567/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Malawi_map.png


Using your notes from the Student Activity, select 
the factor you think posed the biggest challenge 
for William Kamkwamba and his family in Malawi. 
Then, use your notes to develop a proposal to 
overcome this challenge. Your proposal can be 
presented in one of the following ways or one 
recommended by your teacher
 a flow chart (try the drawing tool in Google 

Docs. Step-by-step instructions linked here.)
 a written proposal
 an elevator pitch

Your teacher may use this Problem Solving Rubric 
or another assessment tool to evaluate your work.

Image Source: Pixabay
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https://www.zenflowchart.com/guides/how-to-make-a-flowchart-in-google-docs
https://www.theedadvocate.org/how-to-write-a-research-proposal/
https://www.kent.edu/career/your-one-minute-elevator-pitch
https://bcpslibrarymedia.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/145671720/Rubric-ProblemSolvingSkills.pdf
https://pixabay.com/photos/malawi-village-rural-africa-house-2388148/


William Kamkwamba is one of many teenage innovators inspired by his 
environment and experiences. Check out some of the other amazing 
inventions by teenagers:
- 20 world-changing inventions from under 20’s
- Four teenage inventors changing our world
- 8 Inventions from Teenagers Who Want to Change the World
- 18 under 18: Meet the Young Innovators Who Are Changing the World

Most of these teenagers are just like you. They see a need in their own 
live, families, or communities, and invent something to help make a 
difference.  Now it’s your turn. 

Think about a problem in your own life, family, or community. What 
could you make or do that would solve that problem? Write a well-
developed paragraph explaining the problem and your proposed 
solution. Or you may choose to create a visual (like a diagram) explaining 
your problem and solution. Dream big! Who knows, you might end up 
the next teenage millionaire!After being blinded by a childhood accident, Louis 

Braille invented Braille as a system of writing for the 
visually impaired when he was only fifteen years old. 

Image Source: Wikimedia
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https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/14/world/gallery/20-young-inventors-who-changed-the-world/index.html
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20180316-four-teenage-inventors-changing-the-world
https://interestingengineering.com/8-inventions-from-teenagers-who-want-to-change-the-world
https://fortune.com/2016/09/15/18-entrepreneurs-under-18-teen-business/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:First_version_French_braille_code_c1824.jpg


Learning Standards Alignment
Content Learning Standards

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or purpose.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners -  Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking 
critically, identifying problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by:

I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:

I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate 
learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle 
that includes:

I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

 Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:

 I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

Grade 10: Unit 1 Shifting Perspectives

Objective:  Students will analyze information from multiple sources in order to 
anticipate the challenges Kamkwamba faces in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind.

Time Frame:  1  90-minute class period

Differentiation strategies for this lesson:
 Have students use learning 

supports provided in BCPS Digital Content found in the AppsPortal. Refer to Digi
tal Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan and implement 

this lesson.
 Provide students with login information as needed to authenticate BCPS 

Digital Content. Login information is on the BCPS Digital Content page in 
the Apps Portal.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment App feature to assign Google Docs 
for students to access, edit, and submit through Schoology.

Last updated: July 2022. Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources. 

All rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://youtu.be/pIvw9JcZPQs
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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