
Sculpting Your Digital Footprint
1. Inquiry Task & Question

An individual’s digital footprint is constantly growing. By the start of high school, many 
already have a deeply imprinted footprint that can have lasting impacts. Today you will 
be exploring the DOs and DON’Ts of building your online identity and you will identify 
ways to make your digital footprint work for you. 

         Watch the video “Harvard’s Admission Bombshell”

    Read these digital footprint reminders: 

✓ It's growing. Your footprint expands as your information is copied and passed 

on, making it more searchable and viewable to a large invisible audience.

✓ It's not just up to you. When other people—like your friends, companies, or 

groups you belong to—track, post, or share information about you, it 

becomes part of your footprint.

✓ It's permanent. Because it's archived in a variety of ways and passed on by 

others, it doesn't ever go away.

  Think about what you’ve shared online. 

          Does your footprint show your best self or are there areas that could cause

          problems for you now or in your future?  

In this Slam Dunk, you will use multiple information sources to help you build an answer to the inquiry question:

How can curating a positive digital presence help prepare you for future success? 

Click on the image above to access the video. 

Image Source: ABC News
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http://abcn.ws/2sNe5n6
http://abcn.ws/2sNe5n6


2. Information Sources

1. Review at least three of the sources below. 

 2. On your own paper, set up a T-chart like 
the one shown here.

 3. Record examples of positive and negative 
impacts on digital reputations from these 
sources. 

• "Valedictorian Anonymously Posted Kind Words About 
Classmates on Instagram for Nearly a Year“

• Using Social Media, Students Aspire To Become 
'Influencers’

• "How Social Media Is Propelling the Anti-gun Violence 
Movement“

• "We're Not Okay with It. We’ll fight back.“

• Personal Branding in the Digital World: Your online brand 
should accurately represent the real-world you

• How Colleges Use Kids' Social Media Feeds

• The Case Against Personal Brands
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Image Source:  
PublicDomainPictures.net  

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/valedictorian-anonymous-instagram_n_7571462
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/valedictorian-anonymous-instagram_n_7571462
https://www.npr.org/2017/01/07/508668030/using-social-media-students-aspire-to-become-influencers
https://www.npr.org/2017/01/07/508668030/using-social-media-students-aspire-to-become-influencers
https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/how-social-media-is-propelling-the-anti-gun-violence-movement-1194456131818
https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/how-social-media-is-propelling-the-anti-gun-violence-movement-1194456131818
https://medium.com/wedonthavetime/were-not-okay-with-it-we-ll-fight-back-65d50a735c3a
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A574696259/GPS?u=bcps&sid=GPS&xid=b60a3294
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A574696259/GPS?u=bcps&sid=GPS&xid=b60a3294
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-colleges-use-kids-social-media-feeds
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20170723-the-case-against-personal-brands
https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=78213&picture=footprintshttps://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=78213&picture=footprints


3. Student Activity

Watch the video 

 “Teen Voices: Who Are You on Social Media”

 Record additional examples on your T-chart 

 Compose a response to ONE of the following 
prompts on your own paper or using a digital tool as

 directed by your teacher or librarian.

• OPTION 1:  Using your notes, compose a paragraph 
description of your ideal social media identity. Your 
description should include specific items you would include 
in your posts AND how you anticipate others would see you 
from your described content. 

• OPTION 2:  Create a mock-up of your choice of social media 
platform. Include at least 3 content posts. Then, provide a 
short description of how you think others would view you 
based on your selected content.  
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Click on the image above to play the video “Teen Voices: 
Who are you on Social Media?”

Image Source:  Common Sense Media

https://www.commonsense.org/education/videos/teen-voices-who-are-you-on-social-media
https://www.commonsense.org/education/videos/teen-voices-who-are-you-on-social-media


4. Assessment Activity

How can curating a positive digital presence help prepare you for future success? 

Create a checklist!

 Using your notes from today, create a list of 
questions to consider before posting that would 
help you to maintain a positive digital footprint.

 Schoology Quiz 

    Complete the Digital Footprint Schoology quiz as 
directed by your teacher or librarian to check what 
you’ve learned about maintaining a positive digital 

presence. 
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Image Source:  Kathleen Morris 

kathleenamorris.com


5. Enrichment Activities

Image Source: Flickr
Photo Credit:  Truly Rich by Trina Alexander

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

Want to know more about how your footprint can help others? 
Try out this enrichment activity!

1. Review these stories about using social media for good

• "Valedictorian Anonymously Posted Kind Words About 
Classmates on Instagram for Nearly a Year“

• "How Social Media Is Propelling the Anti-gun Violence 
Movement“

• "We're Not Okay with It. We'll Fight Back.“

2. Brainstorm an issue or problem you are interested in solving          
or select one you have researched for another class.

3. Research or review the issue or problem and identify a                    
possible solutions 

4. Select a social media platform(s) you would use to deliver 
your message. 

5. Design your first “social media for good” post! You may 
complete on paper or your choice of digital tool.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/krillion/13593334203
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/valedictorian-anonymous-instagram_n_7571462
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/valedictorian-anonymous-instagram_n_7571462
https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/how-social-media-is-propelling-the-anti-gun-violence-movement-1194456131818
https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/how-social-media-is-propelling-the-anti-gun-violence-movement-1194456131818
https://medium.com/wedonthavetime/were-not-okay-with-it-we-ll-fight-back-65d50a735c3a


6. Teacher Resources

Digital Citizenship: Grade 10

Content integration suggestions:  ELA, Advisory

Objective:  Students will synthesize information from multiple information 
sources in order to identify how to curate a positive digital footprint

Time Frame:  1- 90-minute class period

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 
• Have students use learning supports provided in BCPS Digital 

Content found in the Apps Portal. Refer to Digital Content 
Snapshot/Support pages as needed.

Notes to the teacher:
• Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan and 

implement this lesson.
• Provide students with login information as needed to authenticate 

BCPS Digital Content. Login information is available on the BCPS Digital 
Content page found via the  Apps Portal

• ALL STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE THE DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP QUIZ for this 
lesson in Schoology.

• Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to assign 
Microsoft and Google documents and files for students to access, edit, 
and submit through Schoology. 

• Consider sharing these Common Sense Education family resources 
relevant to this lesson:  Family Activity | Family Tips | Family 
Engagement Resources.

• Materials have been adapted from the Common Sense 
Education’s  Digital Footprint & Identity lessons for grades 9 and 10.

Learning Standards Alignment

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding 
of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational 
text to support analysis, reflection, and research.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners
I. INQUIRE: Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying 
problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.
Think: Learners display curiosity and initiative by: 
I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for new meaning. 
Create: Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that 
includes: 
I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions. I.B.3 Generating products that 
illustrate learning. 
Share: Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with 
others in a cycle that includes: 
I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others. 
Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by: 
I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

ISTE Standards for Students
2. Digital Citizen: Students recognize the rights, responsibilities and 
opportunities of living, learning and working in an interconnected digital 
world, and they act and model in ways that are safe, legal and ethical.

Last updated: July 2022     Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2020, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all  rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All  other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based o n Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.1
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SzMHAkQFt7Xowug8d40mP8xLNuiaAx-JlRDRGT9NoBM
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/6-12-digital-footprint-and-identity
https://www.commonsense.org/education/toolkit/family-engagement-resources
https://www.commonsense.org/education/toolkit/family-engagement-resources
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?topic=digital-footprint--identity&grades=9,10
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?topic=digital-footprint--identity&grades=9,10
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_6-8_MCCR_RELA_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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