
When you were in elementary school, you probably heard 
or sang “This Land is Your Land” (start 1:00 in).

But you probably did not sing the whole song as it was 
originally written by Woody Guthrie in 1940!  Guthrie wrote 
this song as a statement of protest, not a celebration of 
patriotism, but those lyrics are typically left out on 
recordings for younger audiences.

Compare the lyrics of the version you know with the 
original, particularly stanzas 5 and 6 where he discusses No 
Trespassing signs and welfare office lines.  Is it an 
alternative national anthem, or is it a political response to 
“God Bless America?”

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Woody Guthrie in 1943.

Image Source:  Public domain, Wikipedia
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https://www.npr.org/2000/07/03/1076186/this-land-is-your-land
https://www.woodyguthrie.org/Lyrics/This_Land.htm


Choose several of the information sources linked here to complete the Student Activity on Slide 3 for your ONE song.

Many of these songs may be new to you.  Have an adult play the song for you if possible.  It could start an interesting  discussion!

*If you are prompted to log in to access a database or digital content links, your teacher/librarian can provide login 
information.
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https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk0218LtmA62rbLjy05nePphd-parcg%3A1597714051637&ei=gy47X-nDJqjEytMPhKSyiAo&q=a+change+is+gonna+come+lyrics+sam+cooke&oq=a+change+is+gonna+come+lyrics&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgCMgoILhCwAxBDEJMCMgcILhCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDMgcIABCwAxBDUABYAGDIiANoAXAAeACAAQCIAQCSAQCYAQCqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=psy-ab&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-unlikely-story-of-a-change-is-gonna-come
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-unlikely-story-of-a-change-is-gonna-come
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1606000998/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=1b2daa17
https://jonimitchell.com/music/song.cfm?id=13
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar724018&st=joni+mitchell
https://ig.ft.com/life-of-a-song/big-yellow-taxi.html
https://ig.ft.com/life-of-a-song/big-yellow-taxi.html
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03DD4d8fg1bGOVgIe6tacMoUjZQ0Q%3A1597714662266&ei=5jA7X97zD4LDytMP0N6i2AQ&q=i+am+woman+lyrics&oq=i+am+woman+&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgBMgUILhCTAjICCAAyAgguMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCC4yAggAMgIIADoRCC4QsQMQgwEQxwEQowIQkwI6CAgAELEDEIMBOgsILhCxAxDHARCjAjoFCAAQsQM6BQgAEJECOgUILhCRAjoFCC4QsQM6BAgAEEM6BAguEEM6CAguELEDEIMBOggILhCRAhCTAjoHCC4QsQMQQ1CajQhYm5gIYPSuCGgAcAB4AIABWIgB2QWSAQIxMZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&safe=active&ssui=on
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1608000639/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=b165043c
https://www.songfacts.com/facts/helen-reddy/i-am-woman
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk01rmvUA8jSvjod6pC1hnOX_RavzXQ%3A1597715085150&ei=jTI7X-vnCKK8ggfk1JvoBw&q=whats+going+on+marvin+gaye+lyrics&oq=whats+going+on+marvin+gaye+&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIILjICCAAyAgguMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADoHCAAQsAMQQzoHCC4QsAMQQzoFCAAQsAM6BQguELADUMPYAVjD2AFg_uEBaAFwAHgAgAFHiAFHkgEBMZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&safe=active&ssui=on
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1606000770/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=cb91a658
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/entertainment/music/brian-mccollum/2020/07/12/marvin-gayes-whats-going-on-50th-protests/5397442002/
https://www.npr.org/2000/08/07/1080444/npr-100-whats-going-on
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/ninasimone/mississippigoddam.html
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar755506&st=nina+simone
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/national-recording-preservation-board/documents/MississippiGoddam.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/national-recording-preservation-board/documents/MississippiGoddam.pdf
https://americansongwriter.com/mississippi-goddam-nina-simone-behind-the-song/
https://americansongwriter.com/mississippi-goddam-nina-simone-behind-the-song/
http://www.bobdylan.com/songs/lonesome-death-hattie-carroll/
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar170855&st=bob+dylan
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2009/01/26/a-lonesome-death
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2009/01/26/a-lonesome-death
https://allthatsinteresting.com/hattie-carroll
https://www.springsteenlyrics.com/lyrics.php?song=americanskin
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar526890&st=bruce+springsteen
https://ultimateclassicrock.com/bruce-springsteen-angers-new-york-police/
https://ultimateclassicrock.com/bruce-springsteen-angers-new-york-police/
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/06/05/bruce-springsteens-ballad-brutality-american-skin
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/06/05/bruce-springsteens-ballad-brutality-american-skin
https://www.austincc.edu/dlauderb/2341/Lyrics/Ohio.htm
https://www.csny.com/press/csny-rocks-most-explosive-band.html
https://www.csny.com/press/csny-rocks-most-explosive-band.html
https://www.songfacts.com/facts/crosby-stills-nash-young/ohio
https://ultimateclassicrock.com/csny-ohio/
https://www.austincc.edu/dlauderb/1302/Lyrics/StrangeFruitLyrics1937.htm
https://www.npr.org/2012/09/05/158933012/the-strange-story-of-the-man-behind-strange-fruit
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/first/m/margolick-fruit.html?siteID=hL3Qp0zRBOc-zHLO0zIq5E3PeP1gzFadtg&utm_campaign=hL3Qp0zRBOc&utm_content=486358&utm_medium=ls&utm_source=affiliate&utm_term=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=lyrics+to+John+Brown%27s+Body&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1006US1006&oq=lyrics+to+John+Brown%27s+Body&aqs=chrome..69i57.4348j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar079060&st=john+brown
https://teachinghistory.org/best-practices/examples-of-historical-thinking/25095
https://www.songfacts.com/lyrics/buffalo-springfield/for-what-its-worth
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1608002218/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=4d2b8037
https://www.npr.org/2019/02/20/693790065/buffalo-springfield-for-what-its-worth-american-anthem
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/jcole/befree.html
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1608005959/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=fac9de8c
https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2014/08/j-cole-michael-brown-tribute-be-free
https://genius.com/Sage-safe-ft-kesha-and-chika-lyrics
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1608005776/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=BIC&xid=5f3744ad
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/kesha-essay-gun-control-march-for-our-lives-sage-chika


Use the information sources on Slide 2 to complete your 
organizer.

Step 1 – Lyrics - Read the lyrics of your selected song.  You 
may need to define any unfamiliar words or research 
allusions/references that may be unfamiliar to you.

Step 2 – Biography - Examine the resources for your song 
and songwriter.  Who was the song writer?  When did your 
songwriter write the song?

Step 3 – Historical Context - What was going on at the time 
the song was written?  What social change was the song a 
part of or initiate?

In 2019, 
singer/songwriter India 
Arie released “What If” 
in celebration of Black 
culture and civil rights. 
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“What if Maya didn't speak out?

What if Langston Hughes didn't write it down?

What if Josephine Baker didn't dance it out? (No)

Tell me where would we be now?

What if Sojourner never told the truth?

Or Ida B. Wells never printed the news?

Harriet never went underground?

Where would we be now?

We are the ones we've been waiting for

We can change the world

We can change the world”

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q_d7gh3wT4RUi7QPrdMGzoyA6fEXCGXHaZR0JLp33v4/copy
https://literarydevices.net/allusion/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:India.Arie_in_2004_by_Chris_Hakkens.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Americans have always exercised freedom of speech 
through music to advocate for change, even when those 
advocating for change were not always recognized by the 
Constitution.

You are compiling a Sounds of Social Change collection of 
music to be released in multiple formats.  Use the Google 
Slides Spotify Templateto briefly explain your song, the 
musical history and the change it inspired or was inspired by.  
Your cover will also be used in the description for potential 
digital download or streaming sales.

Be sure to check your work against the success criteria.

Kendrick Lamar’s song “Alright” was not written as a protest, 
though his song was frequently referenced at Black Lives Matter 
protests.
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https://www.loc.gov/collections/songs-of-america/articles-and-essays/historical-topics/songs-of-social-change/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/songs-of-america/articles-and-essays/historical-topics/songs-of-social-change/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1p0kypwws-0et-fshw-ghpHaGmF3dHdveZY7h0CfTVY0/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1p0kypwws-0et-fshw-ghpHaGmF3dHdveZY7h0CfTVY0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FQOj3dpKFGprHtfef88im2pwhsPZP8tH/copy
https://omgnews.today/kendrick-lamar-becomes-first-rapper-win-pulitzer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


What is a change in our own community that 
you would like to see changed?  Think local.  

Now think how you could express that 
change in music.  

What would be the tempo?
What instruments might you need?
What might be the refrain or the hook?

Answer in a Schoology discussion or in 
another method as directed by your teacher.

In 1984, ska band The Specials released “Free 
Nelson Mandela” in response to apartheid in South 
Africa.
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https://www.theguardian.com/music/2013/dec/09/jerry-dammers-free-nelson-mandela
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2013/dec/09/jerry-dammers-free-nelson-mandela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Best_of_The_Specials
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Grade 6-8 Content Area: Vocal Music 

Unit 3 “How Does Choral Singing Relate to Me and My 
Community?” Lesson 2

Objective:  The students will be able to analyze lyrics in a song in 
order to identify how music is used as a means of social change.

Time Frame:  One or two 45-minute class periods

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 

plan and implement this lesson.
 Have students use learning supports provided in any 

BCPS-licensed Digital Content included in this lesson. 
Refer to Digital Content Snapshots & Support resources 
for guidance as needed.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature 
to assign Microsoft and Google documents and files for 
students to access, edit, and submit through Schoology. 

 Youtube and lyrics websites may not be accessible 
through the filter for students. While other songs may be 
more current, songs were selected for resource 
availability and lack of egregious profanity.

Learning Standards Alignment

Content Learning Standards
 Anchor Standard 7 Perceive and analyze artistic work

 Anchor Standard 11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding.

 Response to music is informed by analyzing context (social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and performers 
manipulate the elements of music.

 Understanding connections to varied contexts and daily life enhances musicians’ creating, performing, and responding.
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners -  Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, 
identifying problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by:  I.A.2 Recalling prior and background knowledge as context for 
new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes: I.B.1 Using evidence to 
investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a cycle that includes: I.C.1 
Interacting with content presented by others.

 Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by  I.D.2 Engaging in sustained inquiry.

ISTE Standards for Students:

3. Knowledge Constructor – 3d. Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-world issues and problems, 
developing ideas and theories and pursuing answers and solutions.

Last updated: July 2023   Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs using the Library Media Broken Links Form.

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2020, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group
https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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