
In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

The Salem Witch Trials, Image Source:  Public Domain
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Can writing a play set three hundred years in the past 
really protest a situation in the present? That is what 
Arthur Miller attempts with his famous play The 
Crucible. Though the play is set during The Salem Witch 
Trials, it is also an allegory for 1950s America, the era of 
McCarthyism.  

Today you will explore similarities and differences in 
conditions that led to both the Salem Witch Trials and 
McCarthyism, or the Second Red Scare.  Using your 
findings, you will evaluate the effectiveness of The 
Crucible’s historical context in protesting McCarthyism. 

For resources requiring passwords, you will need to 

login. You can find passwords at BCPS Digital 

Content in the Apps Portal, or ask your teacher for the 

password.

https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar485960&st=salem+witch+trials
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar485960&st=salem+witch+trials
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar013560&st=allegory
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar350785&st=mccarthyism
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
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Use the sources below to explore events surrounding the Salem Witch 
Trials and McCarthyism and consider parallels between the two. 

The Salem Witch Trials
• TedED: What really happened during the Salem Witch Trials?
• Puritanism
• The Victims
• Data Analysis
• Primary Sources

McCarthyism (or the Second Red Scare)
• TedEd: What is McCarthyism? And how did it happen?
• McCarthyism
• The Victims: 6 Hollywood Artists Blacklisted
• Arthur Miller’s Testimony 
• Primary Sources

Both
• Why I Wrote the Crucible by Arthur Miller
• From Salem to McCarthy
• A political history of the term “witch hunt”

**If you are prompted to log in to access a database or digital content links, your teacher/librarian can 

provide login information.

Scroll down on the linked page to view this NBC video about the 
McCarthy hearings. 

Image Source:  NBC News

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-really-happened-during-the-salem-witch-trials-brian-a-pavlac
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2265484501?accountid=231
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/salem-witch-trials-victims/
https://www.tulane.edu/~salem/Conclusions.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-is-mccarthyism-and-how-did-it-happen-ellen-schrecker
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/EJ3048400183/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-SUIC&xid=5dfb3b86
https://www.biography.com/news/artists-blacklisted-hollywood-red-scare
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/excerpts-from-arthur-millers-testimony-before-the-house-un-american-activities-committee/14006/
https://cnu.libguides.com/ps1950s/mccarthyism
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://www.chipublib.org/from-salem-to-mccarthy/
https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2018/10/31/18047208/trump-witch-hunt
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/educational-resources/age-of-eisenhower/mcarthyism-red-scare


Step 1: Use the resources on Slide 2 to research the 
Salem Witch Trials and McCarthyism, noting 
similarities and differences between the two. Use the 
notes sheet to track your findings. 

Step 2: Review your answers and decide if they show 
more similarities between the two events or more 
differences.

In addition to the sources listed on Slide 2, you may 
want to use resources from the BCPS digital content in 
the Apps Portal or reputable online sources, such as 
periodicals, museums, or other educational sites.

**Remember- If you are prompted to log in to access a 
database or digital content links, your teacher/librarian 
can provide login information.

Watch the trailer for the film version of The Crucible to see Miller’s 
interpretation of how accusations of witchcraft spread during the 
Salem Witch Trials. Does this seem similar to accusations of 
communism during the Second Red Scare? 

Image Source:  FHEfoxconnect
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FFqGnozCgCDB2gCHGTwCsMp49KFBM0e_Q0BMSgU7DP4/copy
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OBffF0s3Hc


Playwright Arthur Miller, in 1966

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Write a letter to Arthur Miller (yes, he died in 2005--use your imagination) 
about his choice of setting for The Crucible. Do you think using the Salem 
Witch Trials to represent the Second Red Scare effectively protests 
McCarthyism? Consider the similarities and differences you noted 
between the two periods. If you have not read The Crucible yet, predict 
how the story will act as a protest against McCarthyism. If you have read 
the play, use details from the text to support your claim.

An effective response will:
- Be written in letter format and at least three paragraphs long
- Make a strong claim about The Crucible as a form of protest
- Use evidence from your research to support your claim
- Either make predictions about The Crucible or use textual evidence 

from the play
- Be well organized, with a clear beginning, middle, and end
- Follow proper CUPS (capitalization, usage, punctuation, and spelling)

Your teacher may choose to grade your response according to this rubric. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19LAsjCuzFXRQirfLUhnA-stkPH3SEFDtInMX-UmMlW0/copy


Some people identifying as witches or Wiccans are offended by the 
political use of the term witch hunt. Watch the video to learn more.

Image Source: CNN
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What qualifies as a witch hunt? 

In America, the term witch hunt has taken on political meaning. 
According to the Washington Post, President Trump tweeted the 
term over 300 times as of January 2020. Today, the phrase witch 
hunt refers to political accusations, bad publicity, and even cancel 
culture. But is it appropriate to use the term witch hunt in this 
context? Why or why not? 

Explore the resources on this page to take a stand on the issue. Be 
prepared to discuss your take or post a Schoology discussion post. 
Use evidence to support your answer. 

• Trump’s impeachment trial is no witch hunt
• The Crucible: the play that warned us about cancel culture
• Twitter’s cancel culture: a force for good or a digital witchhunt?
• It’s not a witch hunt, it’s about public safety
• Djokovic accuses critics of witch-hunt 
• Witch Hunts: A Global Problem in the 21st century

If direct links to BCPS database content are accessed from home or outside the BCPS network, 
you may need to authenticate first by clicking once on the database icon on the Digital Content 
page; then come back and select the direct link.

https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2018/10/31/18047208/trump-witch-hunt
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/witch%20hunt
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/witch%20hunt
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A612563261/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=6b4616b2
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A629259463/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=a36ac8d3
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2020/07/17/has-twitters-cancel-culture-gone-too-far/5445804002/
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/07/its-not-a-witch-hunt-its-about-public-safety-heres-what-contact-tracers-ask-people.html
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A628969252/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=6b76648f
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A632170258/STND?u=bcps&sid=STND&xid=f455a180
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2018/12/19/witches-offended-donald-trump-moos-pkg-vpx.cnn


Grade Level and Content Area

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners -  Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, 
thinking critically, identifying problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.

Think:  Learners display curiosity and initiative by:  I.A.2 Recalling prior and background 
knowledge as context for new meaning.

Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes: I.B.1 
Using evidence to investigate questions.  I.B.3 Generating products that illustrate 
learning.

Share:  Learners adapt, communicate, and exchange learning products with others in a 
cycle that includes: I.C.1 Interacting with content presented by others.

  Grow:  Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:  I.D.2 Engaging in 
sustained inquiry.

ISTE Standards for Students:

3. Knowledge Constructor – 3d. Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-
world issues and problems, developing ideas and theories and pursuing answers and 
solutions.

Grade 11 Unit 3

Objective:  Students will analyze information about the
Salem Witch Trials and McCarthyism in order to evaluate
The Crucible as a work of protest. 

Time Frame: One to two 90-minute sessions

Differentiation strategies for this lesson: 

 Direct students to use learning tools included in our BCPS-
licensed databases, such as: audio read-aloud, labeled 
reading levels/Lexile, and embedded dictionaries.

Learning Styles addressed in this lesson:

Field dependent, field independent, global, auditory, visual, 
tactile

Notes to the teacher:

 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to 
implement this lesson.

 Videos require headphones or speakers.

 Provide students with login information as needed to 
authenticate BCPS Digital Content. Login information is on the 
BCPS Digital Content page in the Apps Portal.

Last updated: July 2022 Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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