
The book In the Time of the Butterflies by 
Julia Alvarez is a fictionalized account of 
the Mirabal Sisters, three women who 
were part of an uprising against Rafael 
Trujillo, the brutal dictator  of the 
Dominican Republic. Their dedication to 
freedom has served as an inspiration to 
many. 

 

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Julia Alvarez Image 
Source: Wikipedia 
Commons.  Flag of the 
República Dominicana 
Image Source: 
CultureGrams, by 
subscription.  

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar163580&st=dominican+republic
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?contid=6&wmn=North_America&cid=44&cn=Dominican_Republic
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https://stmuscholars.org/las-mariposas-the-mirabal-sisters-role-as-heroines-of-the-dominican-republic/#:%7E:text=The%20Mirabal%20sisters%2C%20three%20resilient,as%20heroines%20for%20their%20country.
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2249886113?accountid=231
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2249886113?accountid=231
https://caribbeanmuseums.com/mirabal-sitsters/
https://caribbeanmuseums.com/mirabal-sitsters/
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?contid=9&wmn=North_America&cid=44&cn=Dominican_Republic
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?contid=9&wmn=North_America&cid=44&cn=Dominican_Republic
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?contid=9&wmn=North_America&cid=44&cn=Dominican_Republic
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2250074691?accountid=231
http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/countries/americas/dominican-republic
http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/countries/americas/dominican-republic
http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/countries/americas/dominican-republic
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2108100071/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=99a5766b
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/RGIFZQ193887316/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=57862599
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/ZCTLUZ719804382/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=6aea9c62
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2108101647/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=4257844d
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2108101368/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=73205267
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/K1618004854/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=326d7732
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2439000041/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=e0de77bd
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2108101840/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=780a213c
https://www.britannica.com/event/Cuban-Revolution/The-rise-of-Castro-and-the-outbreak-of-revolution
https://www.britannica.com/event/Cuban-Revolution/The-rise-of-Castro-and-the-outbreak-of-revolution
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/jfk-in-history/the-bay-of-pigs
https://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar314360&st=costa+rica+civil+war#tab=homepage
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar723413&st=trujillo
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-13560512
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/dominican-activists-challenge-rafael-trujillo-s-dictatorship-fourteenth-june-movement-1959-1
https://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=Biographies&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE%7CK1631006573&docType=Biography&sort=Relevance&contentSegment=ZXBK-MOD1&prodId=SUIC&contentSet=GALE%7CK1631006573&searchId=R10&userGroupName=bcps&inPS=true
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/111b2dd9-ab80-4f7f-8dac-9b4fca14a893/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/111b2dd9-ab80-4f7f-8dac-9b4fca14a893/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/111b2dd9-ab80-4f7f-8dac-9b4fca14a893/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/111b2dd9-ab80-4f7f-8dac-9b4fca14a893/
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-troops-land-in-the-dominican-republic
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-troops-land-in-the-dominican-republic
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-troops-land-in-the-dominican-republic
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-troops-land-in-the-dominican-republic
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar142840&st=cuban+missile+crisis#tab=homepage
https://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar142840&st=cuban+missile+crisis#tab=homepage
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar122880&st=cold+war
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar122880&st=cold+war
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar755315&st=arab+spring
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A338036049/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=20efbba9
https://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A338036049/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=20efbba9
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A121218874/SUIC?u=bcps&sid=SUIC&xid=3e24e796
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52969905
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52969905
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52969905
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52969905
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52969905


Step 1: Your teacher will divide the class to 
examine one of the topics on slide 2.

Step 2: Take notes on your topic.  Apply your 
research to address the essential question 
focusing on how your topic contributed to 
the fight for freedom in the Dominican 
Republic and the overcoming of adversity.

Step 3: Design a poster or visual presentation 
to teach your classmates about your topic.  
Your class will refer to these visuals as you 
study the novel.  This is the rubric that will 
be used to evaluate your 
poster/presentation. Image Source: Wikimedia Commons
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MT2PpdUs-eozAeokOGYFjQGxDfyQ7WJeSNhiqPzxd-E/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tn8xwwhc4SoV-8ECLjNXZhgZ1XixXjUuWBR05NSElK4/copy
http://tlloh.com/las-hermanas-mirabal/


Each group presentation will be displayed in a 
gallery walk.  One member of your group will 
be the “expert” and stay at the group’s table to 
“discuss” their topic with people who ask 
questions. The “expert” who stays at the table 
should be knowledgeable enough to 
explain/elaborate on the research topic.  All 
“non-experts” travel and gather information on 
the other presentations completing the 
“Introducing the Butterflies” gallery walk 
resource sheet (notes sheet).

After the gallery walk you will be asked to respond to this prompt utilizing all the 
information you have gathered. Your instructor may choose to use this rubric to evaluate 
your writing.

Image source: CultureGrams, by subscription.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MT2PpdUs-eozAeokOGYFjQGxDfyQ7WJeSNhiqPzxd-E/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MT2PpdUs-eozAeokOGYFjQGxDfyQ7WJeSNhiqPzxd-E/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MUuFElVZRBF-iz6Ocmu6eqWFdsdQllzU2MuDT4fe3ms/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wy8OxbXwdZWVg-f5E9vVZ5NPzYW006z0/copy
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/openpdf.php?filename=dominicanrepublic_map_geoatlas_physical


 Read about the Haitian Revolution
 Create a digital presentation to respond 

to the following question: how were the 
events and actions leading up to the 
Haitian Revolution both similar and 
different than those leading up the 
Mirabal sisters uprising against Trujillo’s 
regime?

Image source: World Book Student
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https://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar755718&st=haitian+revolution#tab=homepage
https://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar755718&st=haitian+revolution#tab=homepage


Learning Standards Alignment

 Content Learning Standards

 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy

 RL2 CCR Anchor Standard Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze 
their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas

• RL3 CCR Anchor Standard Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course of a text.

• RL6 CCR Anchor Standard Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content 
and style of a text.

 AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner:

• 1.1.6  Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, 
visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.

• 2.1.6  Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to 
create products that express new understandings

• 3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry- based research process by sharing new understandings 
and reflecting on the learning.

• 3.1.3  Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings 
effectively

• 3.1.4  Use technology and other information tools to organize and display 
knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess

 ISTE Technology Standards for Students:

• Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop 
innovative products and processes using technology.

• Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work 
collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute 
to the learning of others

• Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, 
systems, and operations.

Grade 10 Unit 3

Time Frame: The lesson is designed to take one 90-minute class session.
Differentiation Strategies:
 Direct students to use comprehension tools included in databases, such as:  audio read-

aloud, labeled reading levels, and embedded dictionaries.
 Have students use learning supports provided in BCPS Digital Content found in the 

AppsPortal. Refer to Digital Content Snapshot/Support pages as needed.
Learning Preferences/Styles:
  Field dependent, auditory, visual, active, reflective, global, sequential, kinesthetic 
Notes to the Teacher:
 Consult with your Library Media Specialist for help in implementing the Slam Dunk.
 Provide students with login information as needed to authenticate BCPS Digital Content. 

Login information is on the BCPS Digital Content page in the Apps Portal
• Consider using the Schoology Assignment App feature to assign Google Docs for students 

to access, edit, and submit through Schoology.
• You may wish to print the worksheets and scoring tools beforehand. 
• This lesson is designed for GT English 10, Unit 3.
• Groups should be no larger than four students.
• Headphones/speakers are necessary for video links.
• There is an additional, optional resource for the “Mirabal Sisters” group from the NYT. 

To access this source, sign into your Baltimore Country Public Library and follow the 
instructions.

Last updated: July 2022. Report broken links to BCPS Library Media Programs & Digital Resources.
BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2018, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://learning.ccsso.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ELA_Standards1.pdf
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/AASL_LearningStandards.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/iste-standards-for-students
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://youtu.be/pIvw9JcZPQs
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/02/15/world/the-three-sisters-avenged-a-dominican-drama.html
https://www.bcpl.info/_confirmations/validation-nyt?_ga=2.159770237.150224275.1658166152-1974374561.1608209690
https://www.bcpl.info/_confirmations/validation-nyt?_ga=2.159770237.150224275.1658166152-1974374561.1608209690
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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