
Talented composers and pianists from diverse cultures have had 
a significant impact on piano music and its performance.

For example, African American composer Scott Joplin wrote 
many piano compositions including both jazz and ragtime 
pieces.  Listen to one of Scott Joplin’s songs, “The Entertainer.”  
Think about where you might have heard a variation of this song 
before.  Hint:  Think of a vehicle where you can get a popular 
sweet frozen treat!

A musician’s work may be influenced by a variety of 
biographical, social, cultural, and historical factors.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to 
respond to the inquiry question:

How are biographical, social, cultural and historical 
influences reflected in a musician’s work?

Listen to Scott Joplin’s 

“TheEntertainer”.  C
reative Commons Licensed Image: 
www.ragtimepiano.ca
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https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/fa504433-a87f-4e14-9d08-be614a36f7c7
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/fa504433-a87f-4e14-9d08-be614a36f7c7
http://www.ragtimepiano.ca/rags/joplin.htm
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/fa504433-a87f-4e14-9d08-be614a36f7c7


Use the information sources linked here to complete 
the Student Activity on Slide 3.
Choose several sources to gather information about a notable composer/pianist from one of the following cultures.  
As you research, you will examine influences on this person’s musical work. You or your teacher may select a different 
piano musician from one of these groups if you like. You may also search online for additional information and music videos 
or sound recordings.

Black/African American Latinx/Hispanic Asian

Eubie Blake
Eubie Blake

Duke Ellington
Duke Ellington
Duke Ellington
Duke Ellington

Herbie Hancock
Herbie Hancock
Herbie Hancock

Scott Joplin
Scott Joplin
Scott Joplin

Thelonius Monk
Thelonius Monk

Fats Waller Regrets
Fats Waller

Natalia Lafourcade
Natalia Lafourcade

Daniela Liebman
Ariel Ramírez

Ariel Ramirez (via BCPL)

Kiki Sanchez
Heitor Villa-Lobos
Heitor Villa-Lobos
Heitor Villa- Lobos
Heitor Villa-Lobos
Heitor Villa-Lobos

Ng Chong Lim
Ng Chong Lim

Tan Dun (via BCPL)

Chen Yi
Chen Yi
Yiruma

South Korean piano music composer, Yiruma, plays the piano.

Creative Commons-licensed Image: www.vimeo.com

SLIDE NAVIGATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 Next

Please note that some of the resources may use terms or labels that are 
no longer preferred but were considered acceptable at the time the 
resource was initially published.

http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar723822&st=eubie+blake
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Eubie-Blake
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar178800&st=duke+ellington
http://kidsmusiccorner.co.uk/composers/jazz/duke-ellington/
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2528438305?searchid=1689786128&accountid=231
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Duke-Ellington
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar244630&st=herbie+hancock
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/K2419200513/SUIC?u=bcps&xid=33f7d92c
https://go.scholastic.com/C/article/013/137/0131370-0.html?highlightTerm=herbie%20AND%20hancock
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar290820&st=scott+joplin
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/f59215b4-7827-49db-89c1-acd6187d4f69
https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/learn-and-listen/composers/scott-joplin
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar367930&st=thelonious+monk
http://www.famouscomposers.net/thelonious-monk
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2262974625?searchid=1572820721&accountid=231
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar590550&st=fats+waller
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/stirring-tribute-latin-american-music-legends-natalia-lafourcade-s-musas-n762991
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/09/654828028/natalia-lafourcade-is-the-21st-centurys-guardian-of-cultural-memory
https://www.danielaliebman.com/about
https://collections.libraries.indiana.edu/iulibraries/s/iberoamericancentennials/page/ariel-ramirez
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K1631009820/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=bookmark-BIC&xid=232870dc
https://www.numberonemusic.com/kikisanchez1/about
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Heitor-Villa-Lobos
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar585560&st=heitor+villa-lobos
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsdiscoverer/document/2326328796?searchid=1689786814&accountid=231
http://www.famouscomposers.net/heitor-villa-lobos
https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/learn-and-listen/composers/heitor-villa-lobos
http://www.smccomposers.com/ng-chong-lim.html
http://naturalmicro.blogspot.com/2009/06/biodata-of-ng-chong-lim.html
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/K2400000106/BIC?u=baltcntycpl&sid=bookmark-BIC&xid=40bf690c
http://music.columbia.edu/bios/yi-chen
http://library.newmusicusa.org/ChenYi
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/yiruma-mn0001472942/biography
https://vimeo.com/55753545


You will choose one of the 
composers/pianists listed on Slide 2 to 
research that person’s life and works. 
Use this graphic organizer to take notes.

As you research, think about how 
biographical, social, cultural and 
historical influences are reflected in the 
musician’s career, compositions and/or 
performances.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1__xTzvO2NYwprVOHG6CKxSMbv4jIXuv-jIKXVOo21KU/copy
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/slamdunks/pianodiversity/notes.docx


Use one of these tools to share information about 
the composer/pianist you researched:

 Profile Publisher  (Teacher resource)

 Trading Card  (Teacher resource)

 BioCube (Teacher resource)

 Discovery Education Board  
 Another digital or non-digital tool approved 

by your teacher
 Google Slides

Refer to the success criteria on this rubric 
as you create your final product.

Be prepared to share your new knowledge 
with your teacher and classmates.
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Most people know of Nina Simone from her songs of social justice, but 

her first aspiration was classical piano.  Click the image to launch a 
video of her interjecting a Bach Fugue into another song.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://test-rwt-interactive.azurewebsites.net/profile-publisher
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/profile-publisher-30067.html?tab=3
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/trading-card-creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/trading-card-creator-30056.html
http://interactives.readwritethink.org/cube-creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-creator-30850.html
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/builders
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NHAo2IvWWLh5bhplDKvwJjRQmN2Yqj1ye3N7Phznc0o/copy
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/instruments/piano/nina-simone-improvises-bach-fugue-classic-song/
https://corazondecancion.blogspot.com/2015/05/nina-simone-aint-got-no-i-got-life.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Extend your learning …

 Compare and contrast the composer/pianist you researched 
with another one from the same or a different culture group on 
Slide 2. Use the Virtual Venn Diagram to do your analysis.

 Using your piano or a virtual piano, compose your own piece in a 
similar style to the composer/pianist you researched and/or to 
reflect your own personal influences.

 Many of the African American composers and pianists created 
and performed jazz and ragtime pieces. Check out this Discovery 
Education video to learn more about the birth of jazz and this 
video to learn more about ragtime.

Heitor Villa- Lobos teaches a singing class.
Creative Commons Licensed Image Source:  www.sul21.com.br
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HGuTK9fePh3VIFRQqwr-PxtSQJ1l22Z3XPDVyjd3PUA/copy
http://virtualpiano.net/
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/8ad833c0-ac97-4a72-ab80-8d1bf8b41519
https://bcps.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/eb4275f4-345f-405b-ac19-c21777d59ecc
http://www.sul21.com.br/jornal/villa-lobos-o-indio-de-casaca-tornou-se-bandeira-e-bussola/


Learning Standards Alignment
Maryland State Music Standards
Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.

Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding.

MCCR ELA Standards for Grades 9-12

Reading: 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.

Writing: 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner 
1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.
2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular 
areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.

P21 Framework: 21st Century Student Outcomes
3. Information, Media & Technology Skills: Information Literacy:  Access information 
efficiently (time) and effectively (sources); Use information accurately and creatively for the 
issue or problem at hand.
ICT Literacy: Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate 
information.

High School Piano: Grade 10-12 

Objective: Students will conduct brief, focused research in 
order to describe how biographical, social, cultural and 
historical influences are reflected in a musician’s career 
and works.

Time Frame: 2-3 class periods

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan 

and implement this lesson.

 Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS-
licensed Digital Content from the Apps Portal included in this 
lesson. Refer to Digital Content Snapshots & Support resources 
for guidance as needed. Some resources (ie. Scholastic Go) 
open from the PDF after authenticating.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to 
assign Microsoft and Google documents and files for students 
to access, edit, and submit through Schoology Teacher should 
preview all links for content.

 If you will be providing paper copies of the graphic organizer 
on Slide 3 for note-taking, delete the words “Type Notes Here” 
and expand the rows to provide room for hand-written notes.

Last updated: July  2022  Use this form to report broken links to: Office of Digital Learning 443-809-4035

BCPS Slam Dunk Research Model, Copyright  2017, Baltimore County Public Schools, MD, all rights reserved. This lesson may be used for educational, non-profit school use only. 

All other uses, transmissions, and duplications are prohibited unless permission is granted expressly. This lesson is based on Dr. Jamie McKenzie’s Slam Dunk Digital Lesson model.
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b62f7232487fd03344fb77d/t/5e72727aab705c4071db2591/1584558717390/Music%2BStandards%2BGrades%2BP-12.pdf
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/Standards/Grades_9-12_MCCR_Standards.pdf
https://bcpslis.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/126912062/AASL-Learner-Framework-Spread.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://bcps.schoology.com/resources/group
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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